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SGT. SLAUGHTER’S 
PROUDEST 
ACHIEVEMENT 


KERRY VON ERICH AND BILLY JACK HAYNES 


In just a short time, you can be ready to 
join one of the fastest growing industries 
in America... an industry where quali- 
fied men are making from $25.00 to 
$30.00 per hour... and that’s just for 


labor, Parts, engines and accessories add 
even more to is Prantns 


Because the small engine industry has 
grown so quickly, an acute shortage of 
qualified Small Engine Professionals exists 
throughout the country. In fact, it’s not un- 


usual for a good small engine man to be - 


three to four weeks behind in the summer 
and at least a week behind in the winter. 
When you see how many small engines are 
in use today, it’s easy to understand why 
qualified men command such high prices 
— as much as $49.95 for a simple tune-up 
that takes less than an hour! 


You get all this Professional equipment with your 
course, PLUS 4H.P. Engine.... ALL YOURS TO 
KEEP. ... All at NO EXTRA COST. 


in SMALL ENGINE | 
service and repair 


Start your own money 


65-million small engines 
are in service today! 


That's right — there are over sixty-five 
million 2-cycle and 4-cycle small engines 
in service across the U.S.A. That's the 
official count from the Engine Service 
Assn., and new engines are being built at 
a rate of one-million per month! With 
fully accredited and approved 
Foley-Belsaw training, you can soon 
have the skill and knowledge to:make top 
money servicing these engines. Home- 
owners and businessmen will seek you 
out and pay you well to service and re- 
pair their lawnmowers, tillers, edgers, 
power rakes, garden tractors, chain 


saws, mini-bikes, go-carts, snowmo- 
snowblowers, paint 
the list is almost endless. 


biles, generators, 
sprayers... 


” No experience necessary. 
You don’t need to be a ‘born mechanic’ 
or have prior experience. If you can read, 
you can master this profitable trade right 
at home, in your sparetime, without miss- 
ing a single paycheck. Lessons are fully 
illustrated—so clear you can’t go wrong, 


Send TODAY 
for this 
fact-filled 


FREE 


. BEAT INFLATION! 
Cash in on the 
huge demand for 
small engine repair. 


Work part time, full time 
right at home- we help you 
every step of the way. 


You receive trade secrets 
and business plans. 


We guide you every step of the way, 
including tested and proven instructions 
on how to get business, what to charge, 
how to get free advertising, where to get 
supplies wholesale...all the “tricks of 
the trade’... all the inside facts you need 
to assure success right from the start. 


Increased Income 


“I've had about 8 
years experience 
repairing small en- 


gines... but re- 
pairs were only 
minor... until I 
started the Foley- 


Belsaw Course.’ Walter H. Strick 


Campbell, California 
With our famous ‘learn-by-doing’ train- 
ing method, you get practical ‘hands-on’ 
experience with specialized tools and 
equipment that you'll receive with your 
training plus a brand-new 4HP engine— 
all yours to keep! 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS! 


You risk nothing by accepting this 
offer to find out how Foley-Belsaw 
training can give you the skills you need 
to increase your income in a high-profit, 
recession-proof business of your own. 


Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
send postcard) to receive full information 
and details by return mail. DO IT TODAY! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE of 
SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 


50778 Field Bldg., Kansas City, MO, 64111 


There is NO OBLIGATION and 
BOOKLET! NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE ,50778 FIELD BUILDING 


KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111 
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Tells how you quickly Name 
train to be your awn boss 
ina profitable Sparetime 
or Fulltime business of 
your own PLUS 30-Day 
details on our 3 
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MACHO MEN HAVE MORE FUN 


Women are not excited by men who are skel- 
etons. They like men of form and substance. 
They like men who look good in their clothes 
and out. They like men who look like men. If 
you are one of those who knows this and 
have been trying in vain to do something 
about it, this is your lucky day. Your search 
is ended. Your body is about to embark ona 
trip to its ideal shape and form. ShapeUp is 
here to shape you up... and we mean it 
sincerely. You are about to gain weight... 
and not just flab, but the right amount in the 
right places. You'll see! 


SKINNY ISN’T ATTRACTIVE 


If you don’t think so, just watch what turns 
women's heads on the beach. They get turned 
on by well-built guys. They're the ones with the 
prettiest girls. It's arare fellow who doesn’t want 
to look good in his clothes and is happy with a 
skinny frame, who has not envied men who 
weighed a little more, had a better appetite and 
generally displayed a physical fitness that spoke 
of health and well-being. True, while doctors and 
nutrition specialists warn against being fat, very 
little is said about the equal or greater evils of 
being underweight. So there's more to it than 
cosmetic aspects. Skinny is not only unattrac- 
tive. It is also unhealthful. Gaining weight could 
mean gaining health for you. 


GAIN STAMINA AND SELF- 
CONFIDENCE TOO. 


Skinny men are not great lovers. That's a 
known fact. Add a few pounds and you'll be 
amazed how it will improve your love-life. 
Women know this and are conscious of the 
fact that skinny men can’t go the distance. 
The race is to the strong, the saying goes. 
And the fellow who is handsomest doesn’t 
look like a stand-in for the family skeleton. 
Many a man found that gaining a few more 
pounds has helped him overcome chronic 
illness, major or minor. Many a doctor has 
prescribed gaining weight. But so little is 
publicized about skinny men. The great 
amount of publicity given to coronary prob- 
lems has brought the bulk of weight atten- 
tion to those men who weigh too much. Men 
who weigh too little never really get equal 
time. But their problem is no less serious. 


ITRIED 
FORYEARS 
TOGAIN 


WEIGHT 4 


It wasn't easy until now! q 


That's what so many men are saying after using ShapeUp, the mar- 
velous, new compound, especially formulated by nutritionists, 
sports dietitians and biochemists for the sole purpose of helping 
men to more healthful, sturdier and better developed bodies. 


GAIN WEIGHT! GAIN WOMEN! 


Ifyou think that's justa catchy slogan, we 
hope you will do yourself a favor. Count 
how many skinny men you see in movies, 
or on TV or anywhere . ... with pretty wo- 
men. Notice whom they pick for clothing models. 
See the announcers, the M.C.’s, the newsmen, 
How many men in the public eye, in politics, in 
leadership roles in business are underweight? 
Not even astronauts are skinny guys. If you want 
to experience a change in your attitude, your 
business progress, your lifestyle, see what 5, 10, 
15 pounds can do for you. See how it adds to 
your personal esteem, your confidence and, 
best of all, your well-being. Your day will come 

. and thank your lucky stars, it's within sight 
with ShapeUp working for you. 


LOOK BETTER AND FEEL 
BETTER WHILE YOU GAIN 


In these times when women are free to express them- 
selves and pick and choose their men, you don't 
need a handicap . . . especially when it’s so easy 
to put yourself in the forefront of competition. Why 
not look your best? And you will if you feel your best. 
And you'll feel your best when you gain the kind of 
nutrition that builds your body to its highest potential. 
Everyone knows that a healthy body brings a healthy 
mind and the kind of outlook that makes you want to 
kick up your heels . .. and go out and lick the world. 
Yes, with ShapeUp, you give yourself a super-lift of 
confidence, built into its wondrous formula, that’s 
compounded to perk you up and give you a winning 
attitude. 


STOP 
WASTING MONEY! 
Here’s a low-cost way! 


Some fellows, who've been trying hard to 
gain weight, resort to all sorts of methods to 
do so: professional exercise sessions, cost- 
ly nutritional regimens, large investments 
in health foods, time-consuming weight- 
building programs. Yet, here, at an extremely 
affordable price, you are offered a product 
so elementary, so easy-to-take, yet so effec- 
tive we offer it to you without any greater 
effort than filling out and mailing a coupon. 
You don't even have to go to a store for it. 
And unlike any other method, product, 
means or procedure, we GUARANTEE 
ShapeUp to the point of total freedom from 
risk of any kind. 


NO GAIN! NO PAY! WE 
ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEE IT! 
Your money back without any strings what- 
soever. Try ShapeUp for 30 days. It does 
as we Say or you get a full refund. 


Copyright 1984 Deer Creek Products, Inc. 
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$100,000 


You'll Ever Make in Your Life, Yours Now 


WITHOUT A PENNY OF INVESTMENT 
WITHOUT LEAVING YOUR HOME 


WITHIN 90 DAYS 


(OR EVENING) 


There are all kinds of ways to make money. Good golly, 
Molly — if anyone knows that, | do! For the past 20+ 
years I've concentrated on finding, investigating, creat- 
ing and specifically singling out only the very finest legal 
and ethical methods for carving out a mass of wealth in 
a hurry. But believe me, in all those years never have! 
experienced anything remotely as exciting as this one! 


Recently, | came across a fairly new way to make big 
bux, but after a thorough study | discarded it because it 
required too much investment of time, money and 
personal effort. But my study did serve as inspiration to 
develop yet another fantastic and unusual wallet- 
fattener — something that until now has never been 
done — yet fully complies with the tough set of stan- 
dards I'm noted for demanding of any potential wealth- 
producing concept: 


e Must be able to be started with minimum investment 


© Must be possible to start at home and not interfere 
with family life. 


© Must be able to be started and run initially by one 
man or woman 


© Must require only a few hours of spare time per week 


© Must have realistic annual profit potential of $40,000 
or more 


Well, this one goes way beyond my usual rigorous test. 
Get this: This extra-ordinary money-maker® allows you to: 


® Start at once — within 30 seconds of studying my 
report 


® Invest not a single cent 


® Accomplish everything without leaving your home 
— heck, you can do it from your favorite easy chair 
whilst eating pizza or petting the dog (or vicey versey!) 


e Have a potential net profit (not gross ... net!) of 
$100,000.00 by the end of 90 days — tops. And 
that's cash, not theoretical or paper profits. 


Naturally, you're wondering what all this is — but I'm 
not going to tell you here. No, it’s going to cost you ten 


For the past two decades Du Vall has captured the 
imagination of men and women the world over by 
providing solid, unique direction for their quest for 
financial freedom. His firm is headquartered in 
Michigan with international marketing offices in Hong 
Kong (known as DAX International, John W. Lane, 
President). In addition to producing some three dozen 
publications on money-making/self-improvement 
themes, DuVall is also the creator of the popular Derek 
Dax adventure/mystery/romance series and the 
author of the political intrigue novel, “The Big Dream" 


(published by Lyle Stuart, Inc., New York). Unlike most, 
he has never had to resort to outlandish money-back 
guarantees to attract only the finest DAX-DOERS world- 
wide and no such policy is expressed or implied. 


His writings have been used in numerous style and 
content workshops and accredited courses at such 
institutions as California State University, UCLA. 
Fordham, University of Illinois and Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute. 


“WORKING” ABOUT ONE HOUR A DAY 


smackers to find out. But |! will tell you what it isn't so 
you'll not be off on some wild goose chase: 

* No sex or off-color stuff 

* No chain letter, pyramid or multi-level scam 

x No mail order, envelope stuffing or drop-shipping 
* No writing or self-publishing how-to stuff 

* No loan brokerage scheme 

* No stocks, commodities, real estate, etc. 

* No gambling, betting or wagering 

x No arts, crafts or special skills 

* No party-plan, door-to-door or phone selling 

* No catalogs, mailing lists, postage, etc. 

* No equipment to buy or rent 

* No bothering friends, relatives, etc. 

* Not anything you have ever seen advertised anywhere 


WHO CAN DO IT 


Anyone with even a smidgen of ambition, 


WHAT IS REQUIRED 


Other than my step-by-step detailed report ... nothing. | 
have thought long and hard about it; A person virtually 
without a shirt on their back or a pot to plant petunias in 
could do it. You will of course, have to put my plan into 
motion — but that's both fun and easy and totally 
accomplished from the comfort of your own home. (By 
the way, no one will be coming to your home, either.) 


Finally, let me make this clear: Once you have my report, 
that is all you need to get going! | have nothing else to 
sell you for this deal. Your purchase of this extraordinary 
reportis NOT a “foot in the door” to get you to buy some 
extra or expensive “course” or whatever... thisisall you 
need from me! 


WANT PROOF? 


We have over 10,000 ‘tasty testimonials’ from house- 
wives, doctors, lawyers, layed-off factory workers—all 
sorts of good people. These excerpts sum up their feelings: 


"Thanks a million times . . . you have proved 100% accurate in 
what you said in your advertisement. Doing this work is so easy! 
| sometimes work while in bed. Should you come up with another 
ingenious thing, please let me know. 

Mohidin Mohammed, Sweden 


“We are so impressed _.. have our 13 and 16 year olds involved 
. , . thanks for giving our family new hope.” 
MacClear Family, Indiana 


“man in economically depressed area left $35,000 secure 
job to put this method to work... made $120,000. First man I've 
ever met who really made money on idea purchased through 
mail." David Roman, Editor, ROMAN REPORTS, Ohio 


WHAT TO DO NOW 


You've got two choices: 


1. Put this ad aside, wait 90 days or so and perhaps 
lose your chance at $100,000. 


Nifty Bonus! 


> Afew months back in our DAX MONEY-MAKER® 
© CONFIDENTIAL NEWSLETTER, we reported on ¢ 
> another business that can easily net $1,000 a 


© week for life. It's a bit more involved and does © 
require getting out and about, but our readers 
were so delighted with it that I’m including it as 
an extra free bonus when you order our new 
special DAX report, “$100,000 in 90 Days.” 


2. Do the only sensible thing, Send me the ten bux 
and get started on wearing in that path to the 
bank. 


P.S. One more thing (say, this Du Vall is a windy so and 
so, isn't he!). There are lots of people right now in bad 
financial straits. | hope you're not one of them, butif you 
are, having read this ad you now have absolutely no 
excuse for being broke, because as the saying goes, 
“This is it!’ This could truly be the once-and-for-all 
solution to any money miseries you have.! guess you'll 
have to take my word for it until you receive these 
fabulous reports — but if it eases your mind any, over 
1,000,000 men and women worldwide have been, over 
the years repeat buyers of my books, courses, reports, 
cassette tape programs and newsletters. There must be 
a reason... 

— Dean F, V. Du Vall 


Du Vall Press Financial Publications 
920 W. Grand River, Williamston, Michigan 48895 
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INTRODUCTION 


ae 


Rick Martel receives congratulations from Verne Gagne after winning the AWA title from Jumbo 


Tsuruta in May 1984, On the anniversary of his title victory, Rick Martel discusses his career, 


beginning on page 10. 

HE COVER DATE on this issue 

may read “Spring 1986,” but you 
may have it as early as December. 
And what better present to give 
yourself, or the wrestling fan on 
your holiday gift list, than the collec- 
tion of stories in this edition of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated Annual. 

We begin this time around with a 
“Press Conference” with AWA 
World heavyweight champion Rick 
Martel (page 10) that originally ap- 
peared in our July 1985 issue. In an 
era where such surface elements as 
flashiness in speech and stylishness 
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in dress draw such attention, Martel 
is content to let his actions in the 
ring do his speaking for him. With 
the AWA world title around his 
waist, Martel is a most eloquent 
spokesman indeed! 

Our February 1985 edition took a 
very different look at the manager of 
The Road Warriors. “Precious Paul 
Ellering: If | Had A Manager Like Me, 
I'd Be Champion!” (page 14) demon- 
strated that the leader of The Legion 
of Doom is as capable a wrestler as 
he is a manager. The only factor 
holding Ellering back, however, is 


Dusty Rhodes might have won the NWA cham- 
pionship had it not been for the officiating of 
former heavyweight boxing champion Joe 
Frazier. 

the fact knows he'll never be able to 


find a manager of his caliber to 
guide his career. 

With Starrcade '85 recently passed 
into the history books by the time 
you read this, we felt it most appro- 
priate that we should take a look 
back on Starrcade ‘84. That match 
was covered in our April 1985 issue 
in the feature “Million-Dollar Contro- 
versy: Did Ric Flair Really Beat Dusty 
Rhodes At Starrcade ‘84?’ (page 18). 

Since our April 1985 issue and the 
story “Gorgeous Jim Garvin: Tailor- 
Made For The AWA” (page 22), Gar- 
vin had left the AWA for a brief time 
only to learn that in fact the headline 
was true. With the ever-present Pre- 
cious in tow, the Gorgeous one has 
returned to the AWA to continue his 
campaign against AWA champion 
Rick Martel. 

Back in our October 1982 edition, 
we printed a story entitled “Dusty 
Rhodes vs. Roddy Piper: Last Chance 
For Georgia Wrestling” (page 26). 
Reading this story over again today 
only gives one a stronger impression 
and understanding of the changes 

(Continued on page 58) 


Start your own money making business! 


Make up to °26" an hour—*= 
even While learning! =z: 


Get into this booming high-profit business that’s 
Easy to learn—Easy to do—Easy on You! 


Never before have money-making opportunities been so No Extr4 included With Your 

great for qualified Locksmiths. Now lucrative regular cost! Locksmith Training 

lock and key business has multiplied a thousandfold as 

millions seek more protection against zooming crime. 

Yet there's only one Locksmith for every 17,000 people! 
Start Collecting CASH PROFITS Right Away 


You're in “business" ready to earn $10 to $26.00 an hour a 
few days after you begin Foley-Belsaw’s shortcut training. 
Take advantage of today’s unprecedented opportunities in 
locksmithing for year - round EXTRA INCOME in spare time 
— or fulltime in a high-profit business of your own. Hundreds 
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and SECURITY 
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training. Covers 
all phases of 
Burglar, Hold-Up 
and Fire Alarm 
servicing and in- 
stallation. This 
valuable and 
timely instruction 


we've trained have done it. So can YOU! All tools plus profes- iaehidwerall special tools and 
sional Key Machine given you with course. These plus prac- supplies. ONLY Foley-Belsaw offers 
such extensive training in this 
tice materials and equipment plus simple, illustrated lessons, rapidly expanding ieldias apart of : 
plus expert supervision, plus business building guidance will your Locksmith training 0 
enable you the KEEP THE MONEY COMING IN! Ideal for re- ane 
tirement — good jobs, too. ADVANCED Locksmithing! 
How to change + pleat a in- 
Stall and service Safe, Vault and = 
SEND FOR EXCITING FACTS—No Obligation Bank Safe-Deposit Box locks. — a 
Discover what's in Locksmithing for you — how Foley-Belsaw’s Master You'll find it fascinating and high- 
| Locksmith-approved training can give you the skiil you can depend on ly profitable work. (_) 


to EARN MORE — ENJOY LIFE M 


LOCKSMITH! 


Sesh ae ee thes men 30-DAY 
ave suctpe ad in is fascinating NO RISK 
and highly profitable field... 


“Before enrolling I checked 
other courses and also asked 
Sor advice from several 
locksmiths in my area, They 
all said yours was tops 
and has the most 
versatile Key 
Machine. 

“Tl always 
wanted to be in 
business for myself 
and nowlam... 


F This Pro Key 
| Machine can alone 

add up to $200 a 
month to your income... 


MACHINE IS 
YOURS TO KEEP! <7 ieee 


Find out all ‘about it! 8 it! Send for FREE Facts TODAY! 
Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 

send postcard) to receive full information R USH 

and defails by return mail. DO IT TODAY! COUPON! 
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FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 


10779 Field Bldg., Kansas City, Mo. 64111 


Fi bib There is NO OBLIGATION and NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 


David Fairbrother—Dave’s Locksmith Service K RUSH COUPON TODAY 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53209 FOR THIS FACT-FILLED 


“I opened my own business, spare i 
time, seven months after I enrolled and 


made a profit of $329 for the first week. 


B. A. Deberry Littleton, Colorado il BOOKLET! 


“No more hard, nasty work for me. 

Now I have my own business and with 

hardly any effort I average around $50 

a day. Thanks for my new start in life.” 
Sam Walker Prichard, Alabama 


FOLEVBELSAW INSTITUTE 
10779 FIELD BUILDING 
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 6411 


C1 YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 
gives full details about starting my own business in 
Locksmithing. | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call. 


Telis how you quickly Name 
train to be your own boss 
in a profitable Sparetime 
or Fulltime business of 
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WRESTLING’S 7. 


SUBSCRIPTION DEAL >a 


SE 
Save 35% Off The Regular 
Newsstand Price! 


Your savings in. ordering a combination subscription to Inside Wrestling and 
The Wrestler is the equivalent of getting 8 ISSUES FREE! 


INSIDE WRESTLING and THE WRESTLER 
do not cover just one federation, they cover 
them all. If you want honest, unbiased cover- 
age of your favorite sport, INSIDE WRES- 
TLING and THE WRESTLER are the maga- 
zines for you. Our staff of reporters and 
photographers will take you to every part of a 
the country, bringing’ you stories no one else [RAREST waa 
would dare print. If you subscribe now, you'll is . Fu 
insure that you receive the next 12 issues of . ” 
both THE WRESTLER and INSIDE WRES- neue 
TLING and you'll save $15 off the regular nity Y a Low’ 
newsstand price at the same time! 


INSIDE WRESTLING THE WRESTLER 
(Published Monthly) (Published Monthly) 


24 SENSATIONAL ISSUES FOR ONLY $27. 


i 


s 


* 


r MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO: 
T.V. SPORTS (1) Renewal () New Subscription 
Box 48 On new subscriptions, please allow up to eight weeks before 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 you receive your first magazine 


Please’enter my subscription to both The Wrestler and Inside Wrestling. | will receive a total of 24 issues 
(12 of each magazine). | am enclosing $27.00 as payment in full. 


NAME 
ADDRESS APT.# 


SS _ —_—_—_—— ee Ty) —, aeaeeee oe. SB 
> 
(Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $32.00. U.S. FUNDS ONLY) 


NEXT TIME GINO CHEATS 
DON’T JUST SIT THERE 


RAM HIS HEAD INTO THE TURNBUCKLE 


AFTER ALL - THE ONLY THING BETTER THAN WATCHING THE 
VON ERICHS WRESTLE IS BEING ONE...IN 


The Official 


VON ERICH FAMILY 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING GAME-.. 


Featuring such favorites as Kevin, Kerry and Mike Von Erich, lceman King Parsons, the One Man 
Gang, Gino Hernandez - the handsome half-breed from Highland Park, Gentleman Chris Adams 
and Kelly Kiniski. 


The Official VON ERICH FAMILY World Class Championship Wrestling Game is a fast paced exciting game 
where players seek victory-by pinning the opponent after having weakened him through various holds, blows and 
take downs. You play cards that reduce your opponent's endurance while at the same time move your wrestler 
playing pieces on the game board to gain the greatest advantage of the ropes and turnbuckles. This movement 
becomes even more criticalin Tag Team matches. Once your opponent's endurance is reduced you may attempt 
a pin. Your opponent can try to break the pin once for each count, if he doesn't, you've won, proving you have 
what it takes to be a VON ERICH FAMILY World Class Champion! 


The game comes with everything needed for play: a pair of dice, a game board, a scoreboard with four sets of 
scoring pegs, a deck of action cards, eight wrestler cards describing the abilities of the eight wrestlers, eight 
matching wrestler playing pieces with four plastic stands and a complete, easy to understand set of rules. 


Please send me 
Amount Enclosed 


WORLD CLASS CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING ... 


! 

! 

! 

NOW YOU CAN DO MORE THAN WATCH! 1 

Order direct by sending a check or money order for $15.95 plus $3.50 postage and 1 
handling to: Texas Main Events, Inc., 6124 Sherry Lane, Suite 355A, Dallas, Texas 75225 : Name 

! 

! 

! 


Allow three to four weeks for delivery. Texas residents add 6.125% sales tax. Sorry, no Address 
C.0.0.'s, Foreign orders add $7.50 for postage and handling. 


Every issue, reporters from 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
will participate in an incisive 
press conference with a top 
wrestling star. The questions 
will be demanding. And the 
answers will reveal the 
innermost thoughts of the 
giants of the sport. 


Now, as his first anniversary as 
AWA World heavyweight champion 
approaches, Martel is being hailed as 
one of the greatest scientific champi- 
ons of all time. 

Rick Martel is a remarkable man. 
Since winning the AWA title from 
Jumbo Tsuruta on May 13, 1984, in 
St. Paul, Minnesota, Martel has been 
keenly aware of the fact that a cham- 
pion is only as good as the oppo- 
nents he defends against. And so 
Martel has defended his title with 
determination against scientific and 
rulebreaking opponents alike: Nick 
Bockwinkel, Bob Backlund, Brad 
Rheingans, Billy Robinson, Jim Gar- 
vin, and Jumbo Tsuruta are just a 
few of the opponents Martel has 
faced as champion. 

Senior Editor Bill Apter, Associate 
Editor Craig Peters, and Assistant Edi- 


Martel secures a headlock on former AWA World champion Nick Bockwinkel. Rick will defend his 
belt against a wide variety of opponents. 


Rick Martel has been called many _ ever seen. 
things. Later on, when Martel entered the 


When he was paired in the WWF 
with Tony Garea in the early 1980s, 
he was called one half of the great- 
est scientific tag team the sport has 
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AWA as a singles wrestler, he was 
called one of the most promising 
young athletes the AWA has ever 
seen. 


tor Eddie Ellner spoke with Martel 
prior to a recent title defense in 
Minneapolis. 

(Continued on page 12) 


MICRO- 
COMPUTERS 
DUAL 
DISC 
Manufac- 
tured in the 
Far East, be- 
low U.S. costs. New frontier 
profit opportunity. Complete 
models includin: pnts 
software from 


DOLLS 
Stuffed dolls, 
porcelain dolls, 
plastic dolls, even 
made - to - order 
dolls, 1,000's 
designs. 


LOCK BLADE KNIFE 


Hundreds other models 4 


below wholesale. 
PE 


FIELD GLASSES 
Clear and 
powerful 
7x35. 
Beautifully 
balanced. 


Le DIAMONDS AND 


%Ae SAPPHIRES 
Low, low prices 


E> from Bangkok 


B.L. MELLINGE 


President, Mellinger Co. 


spans the globe. | will 


for FREE REPORT.” 


START WITH 24,221 
PRODUCTS! 


Many you can buy one at a 
time or order in quantity. Ex- 
ample: one 35mm camera with 
hot shoe and carry case $13.00 
ppd or 12 for $7.41 ppd. Price 
drops to only $5.80 in larger 
quantities. New government 
ruling makes thousands of im- 
ports free of any duty whatso- 
ever, You deal direct my Inter- 
national Traders way, Cut out 
greedy U.S. specialty merchan- 
dise middlemen. Really deal 
direct. 


R, Famous World Trader, 


Expert; 
ternationally-known Mail Order 
fs if “| started only a 


few years ago, part time, in my garage with 


less than $100. Today my 
help you succeed us- 


ing my personal experience. Mail coupon 


@®00806€080880800800808080800806086 » = 


SAMPLE IMPORT FREE!: 


. Wi CLIP COUPON, 
MAIL TODAY 
PUT AD IN 
WALLET AS 
REMINDER 
OF BIG 
PROFITS 
AHEAD! 


How to start your own big profit 
Lider IMPORT BUSINESS 


MY PLAN STARTS YOU FAST...Shows you how to 
ded 


Buy Below Wholesale 


asad Spare Hours or Full Time into INCOME! 


DISCOVER PROFITS OF IMPORT! My Home Mail 
Order Import Business Plan guides your every step... 
it is based totally on’my personal success. Shows how 
to deal direct and cut out costly middlemen. . .so you 
keep all the profits! I do the "hard work"' for you... 
by traveling the world to find dazzling ''first time of- 
fered" new imports. The actual sample | will send you 
Free is typical of my import discoveries. You can pick 
and choose from more than 24,000 products. Deal in 
one product or 1000's. Buy below wholesale. 

YOU CAN START IMMEDIATELY. I arrange free 
membership in exclusive International Traders organi- 
zation . . . instantly puts you in direct contact with 
suppliers abroad. I show how to operate anywhere. 
Age no barrier. Ideal for spare time husband/wife or 
retirement business. My report, ''How to Import and 
Export" tells how to do it. No obligation. No salesman 
will call. Certificate brings your free gift sample import 
and everything else. FREE CATALOGS! 


Now! Quick Double Profits 


As a Member of International 
Traders you also get free cata- 
logs of specialty merchandise 
to order at rock-bottom prices 
from big U.S, Warehouse. 


Products su bIect availability, 
price fluctuation. 


...and I'll tell you exactly how to turn it into big money! ® 
e2e2e00020800000800808008 


EASY 
TO FLY 


AIRCRAFT 
business empire 


3 axis control. 50 
mph at less than 1% 
gph. Made in U.K. 
Shows diversity of 
Import opportunities, 


BENCH DRILLS 
Power tools all types, Buy 

top quality below wholesale, 
Make big profits. 


RECONDITIONED CARS 
AND TRUCKS 
Toyota, Nissan, Isuzu, Mitsu- 
bishi. Reconditioned to per- 
form like new. Make giant 
profits shipping to Africa 

load. Easy clean 
polyvinyl Cash 


CORDLESS DRILL 
Superior quality 
below wholesale, 
H ONLY ji 
states, Carribbean Islands, 
England etc. $4.60; + 
MINK COATS RinvE: 
Many styles s UINE 
T2N4 below wholesale. bys to pet shops & 
NECKLACE markets. 


PET CARRIERS 
COLLAPSIBLE 


5 sizes for cats/ 
dogs to 150 Ib. 


in fast offering 
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} ‘ in new wet ani S : + é 
1000's more dazzling products stretchy fabric I~ ne EA seine profitable home BUS! lice nly: wequest 4Gke 
and black leather. < wn. = 
you can buy DIRECT! pal Phe = y B08, and one ONLY, 
Confidential information on these Lady, England. Kz ree Samp! 5 
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PERSONAL GUIDANCE! Se City “ania | 
| believe in giving you my personal help! Regularly | meet eS initial b. re 
1.7. Members at regional closed door Seminars across the oY State Zip nitial here NS 
country. You will be invited to these meetings, (> ey. =, 
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THE MELLINGER CO., 6100 Variel Ave., Dept. $1462 is 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367-3779 & 


SISOS SAS SAAS OS 


Press Conference 


(Continued from page 10) 


“i'm the kind of wrestler who worries more about 
wrestling than about my visibility in the rock 'n’ roll 
world or fancy nightclubs. | like to think of myself as 

a working champion.” 


BILL APTER: Can you believe that it’s 
almost a full year since you won the 
AWA World title, Rick? 

RICK MARTEL: No, | really can’t, Bill. 
I look back on the past year, and so 
much has happened so fast, it’s really 
amazing. It seems like maybe a month 
I’ve been champion but you're right, 
it’s almost a year. Wow! 

EDDIE ELLNER: When you look back 
on that year, what do you think 
were your greatest achievements as 
champion? 

MARTEL: | don’t know, it’s hard to 
say. | think—well, | don’t want to 
sound too egotistical, but | tried to 
bring a certain amount of respect back 
to the AWA World title, you know 
what | mean? | tried to make it a title 
that people can be proud of. 

CRAIG PETERS: As opposed to when 
Nick Bockwinkel held the title? 
MARTEL: Well, as opposed to that, 
and as opposed to other champions in 
“4 wrestling today. You know, someone 


A soaring Martel catches Bob Backlund with a flying bodypress during their classic scientific like Ric Flair—I respect Ric Flair for 
encounter in February. (Continued on page 48) 
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YOU'LL LOOK SENSATIONAL 


INSTAN 


NO SUN! NO LAMPS! NO DRUGS! 


Get the world’s safest tan! 
Get the world’s fastest tan! 
Get the most affordable tan! 


AND YOU DON’T HAVE TO TAKE 
A PILL OR WAIT ONE MINUTE! 


Talk about good looks! Nothing makes you look better, 
healthier, more energetic than a rich, golden tan, We all 
know what some people will go through to achieve it... 
hours of sitting in the broiling sun or basking on a roof- 
top or sweltering under an expensive sun lamp .. . and 
now . , . some have even been induced to take pills . . . 
that promise to tan you from the inside. But how 
would you like to be able to put on a rich, satiny- 
finish golden tan as easily as putting on your clothes? 
And a more beautiful tan than you can get from the sun 
or a lamp or any pill! Marvelous INSTANTAN is here 
now and creating a whole new happy following of 
boosters. 


Lasts as long as a sun tan! 
Won’t come off till you want it to! 


INSTANTAN is not just another cover-up. 
It’s an entirely new KIND of a product... 
that slips on as smooth as cream... sinks 
into the skin like a real suntan, without 
streaks or give-away signs of any kind and 
leaves you with a tan that’s better, safer 
and more flattering than any sunbather or 
sunlamp sitter or pill-taker. Swim with it. 
Shower with it. But show it off as much as 
possible and watch them all envy that 
golden satiny, healthy-looking gloss. 


Great tan for your entire body! 


We want to emphasize .. . INSTANTAN is GOOD for 
your skin. Its dermatologically formulated with a collec- 
tion of your skin's best helpers .. . plus an ingredient that 
adds a pigment developed with the aid of men’s fashion 
consultants to achieve the color and glow most flattering 
to macho men. It contains elements that no other product 
of its kind has ever been able to boast before. It is indeed 
science’s answer to a long-standing demand for a skin- 
tanning process that takes no time at all and does away 
with tedious methods now practiced. 


Costs less in time and money! 


Sun bathing takes lots of time and costs money in travel, 
lotions, and hours of basking in strong sunlight. 
INSTANTAN costs only pennies per application; 
takes only minutes and actually improves your skin 
better than lotions and balms and ointments costing up 
to ten times as much. And here’s one MORE but very 
important PLUS... INSTANTAN is guaranteed ... 
and we mean UNCONDITIONALLY . . . to be all we 
say...and to do all we promise . . . as fast as we say it 
will. All we want you to do is try it. Spread a little on 


your skin, See how great it FEELS. Notice how great it 
looks! That satiny golden sheen. That healthy 
beachcomber look, That jet-setter vacation affluence 
you emanate. You'll have the look you've been envying 
on others. The glow of success. The appearance of well- 
being. And underneath your tan, your skin will take on 
a fine, smooth tone that only a well-cared-for com- 
plexion has. 


High quality skin-care product. 
Guaranteed to improve your skin. 


Men of fair skin whom nature cheated out of the joy of a 
rich, healthy tan by making them tum beet-red and 
suffer pain, stop hiding from threatening ultra-violet 
rays! Your time has come! Spread on INSTANTAN and 
look marvelous! Stop worrying about the vulnerability 
to skin disease. INSTANTAN is good for fair skin 
especially! See how smooth, flexible and youthful your 
skin will become. Say goodbye to the lobster look 
and say hello to that rich, golden, satin-gloss look 
you've always wished for. Fair skin or olive skin . . . 
INSTANTAN is foryou. Wait till you see for yourself! 


Not just a skin cover but a deep- 
down penetrating treatment. 


We want yon to give INSTANTAN the quick-spread test. 
Just rub it on any part of your body. See how it sinks 
INTO your skin. How smoothly it spreads. How good it 
feels. And how its satiny finish looks like the perfect 
suntan in rich glow, color and texture. How natural! 


Your friends will compliment you . . . and envy you. 


INSTANTAN is the triumphant result 
of persistant, patient, extensive 
scientific research! 


Dermatologists, bio-chemists, pharmacists and 
researchers pooled their collective knowledge to bring 
forth a product that works like magic. Soothes, 
smooths, colors, nourishes, protects, improves and 


Stays on. Then off it comes, completely and easily [~ 


WHEN YOU WANT IT TO. If that isn’t something to 
shout about, we don’t know our miracles , . . and we’ve 
brought forth a few. Try it yourself without risk, 


A personal note from us to you... 


Before INSTANTAN is offered. through national 
retail channels, we have induced the laboratories not 
only to permit us to bring this wonder product to you 
by mail order, but to let us set the price as low as 


possible for a predetermined time, The great success 
we have had with over a dozen new products in the 
very recent past has given us special prestige with 
research laboratories, not to mention an enviable 
position among consumers. Our guarantee on all our 
products means a lot. 


ITH 
YOUR 


No more hours of broiling! No 
more waiting! Tan right away! 
GLOWING NATURAL BRONZE! 


Ever on the alert to bring our many friends new and 
wonderful] products at prices they can well afford, we 
are justifiably proud to bring you INSTANTAN because 
we know of nothing else like it. So confident are we that 
you will not only delight in it but tell your closest friends 
and family about it that we have specially lowered the 
offering price in anticipation of extraordinarily large 
volume through recommendation. Only by trying it can 
you even begin to appreciate it, Therefore, we urge you 
to order now and get our quick delivery. 


If you’re not absolutely thrilled 
with what INSTANTAN does for 
you return it for full refund! 


What else can we do but impress upon you the fact that 
we take all the risk? How else can we convince you that 
we are 100% sincere when we make claims that are so 
sensational they are hard to believe? But if you try this 
product and for any reason feel even the slightest bit 
dissatisfied, we will gladly refund your money, Our good 
reputation is at stake. 


| NANCY JONES HEALTH WORLD, INC, Dept. A22 it 
P.O. BOX 879, Deerfield Beach, FL 33441 


t OKAY! Send me a supply of INSTANTAN and if it 1 
doesn’t produce a better tan than the sun, ora a or ! 
j Pills I understand I can get my money back . . . no 

1 delay or questions . . 

I () Standard supply. . $6.95 

I © Double supply... 12.75 

1] am adding $1.00 to cover postage and handling. 


‘ 
, Name 


' 
i Address 
i 


1 City 
i 
| State 


Precious 
Paul Ellering: 


“IF [HAD 
A MANAGER 


LIKE ME, 
'D BE 
CHAMPION?”’ 


Answering the challenge of Brad Armstrong, Precious Paul Elering 
donned the wrestling tights once again in Atlanta’s Omni. It was a — 
rare foray into active wrestling for the man who engineers the — 
activities of The Legion of Doom. As Ellering writes in this 
exclusive article, he could someday become champion. . . if he 
cealy head See ee EO 


By Paul Ellering 


OW APPROPRIATE THAT the 
world’s largest-selling wrestling 
magazine, Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 
would deign to have the world’s 
most successful wrestling manager 
author a major piece of analysis for 
the most discerning wrestling fans in 
the world to peruse and ponder. 
| have been told by the editors of 
this magazine that the subject of this 
essay is to be my recent match with 
Brad Armstrong in Atlanta’s Omni. 
That’s good. | have a lot to say 
about that match, and about the im- 
plications of that match. And I’m 
glad that the editors were wise 
enough to come to me instead of 
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Photos by Emmy Yates 


Ellering cannot understand why the referee isn’t counting a pin against Armstrong, whose foot is 
under the ropes (above). Precious Paul attempts to put Armstrong away with a sleeperhold (below). 
Armstrong tries to escape Ellering’s attempted backslide (opposite page). 


having some second-rate journalist 
in an office in New York write about 
the match from some third-hand ac- 
count of that match. 

You know, when | sit back and 
look at some of the other men in 


this sport who call themselves “man- 
agers,” | have to feel a certain sense 
of pride in myself. And this pride, | 
might add, is wholly justified. 

| would not want to downgrade 
the intellectual skills of such strategic 


masters of the ring as Jimmy Hart, 
James J# Dillon, Gary Hart, Sir Oliver 
Humperdink, or Paul Jones. But al- 
low me to state the issue in the 
most straightforward, simple terms: 
How many of these men that | have 
named, and others like them, are ca- 
pable of stepping back into the ring 
and displaying the level of physical 
excellence and wrestling expertise 
that | do? 

In 1976, | held both the national 
weightlifting championship and the 
NCAA championship. | set a world 
record of 745.3 pounds in the dead 
lift. And | have maintained my pow- 
er and physique since then. Indeed, 
| have refined and improved myself 
in ways too numerous to list here. 

So when an individual of superfi- 
cial significance such as Brad Arm- 
strong beats his chest in an embar- 
rassing display of pointless 
machismo and tosses a gauntlet be- 
fore me, | laugh. | don’t have to 
worry about training for a match. My 
training began long before my cham- 
pionship weightlifting days. Long be- 
fore Brad Armstrong even learned 
how to throw the substandard drop- 

(Continued from page 52) 
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gg BACK ISSUES OF am 


inside 


Be sure to fill in the gaps in your collection of INSIDE 
WRESTLING, “The magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.’’ Get all the information you need to keep up 
on the pro wrestling scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 


sellouts—order today! 


July 1974/Stories include: Garea, Zbys- 
zko, Heenan, Strongbow. 

August 1974/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Sheik, Albano, Ladd. 

September 1974/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Graham, Brooks, Bruiser. 
November 1974/Stories include: Gar- 
vins, Mascaras, Sammartino, Graham, 
June 1975/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Abdullah, LeDuc, Brisco. 

August 1975/Stories include: Valentine, 
Garea, Rhodes, Sammartino. 
September 1975/Stories include; Mas- 
caras, Funk, Valiants, Gagne, 

February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Strongbow, Lewin, Brazil. 

March 1976/Stories include: Ladd, 
Funk, Sheik, Robinson. 

April 1976/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Albano, Flair, Brisco. 

June 1976/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Bockwinkel, Flair, Mascaras. 

August 1976/Stories include: Funks, 
Mascaras, Sammartino, Putski. 
September 1976/Stories include: An- 
dre, Funk, Hansen, Mascaras. 

October 1976/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Race, Johnson, Jones. 

November 1976/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Wrestling II, Funk, Sammartino. 
December 1976/Stories include: 
Stasiak, Rhodes, Bockwinkel, Orton. 
January 1977/Stories include; Sammar- 
tino, Brisco, Funk, Gagne. 

February 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Funk, Sammartino, Gagne. 

May 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Putski, Sheik, Race. 

ape 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Graham, Mascaras, Lawler. 

September 1977/Stories include; Sam- 
martino, Andre, Mascaras, Brisco. 
October 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Mulligan. 
November 1977/Stories include: Gra- 
ham, Rhodes, Mascaras, Gagne. 
December 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Mascaras, Johnson, Maivia. 


March 1978/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Valentine, Backlund, Bockwinkel. 
April 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 


Graham, Steamboat, Bruiser. 

August 1978/Stories include; Backlund, 

Rhodes, Andre, Hansen. 

October 1978/Stories include; Sammar- 
_ tino, Andre, Rhodes, McDaniel. 

November 1978/Stories include: 

Rhodes, Backlund, Flair, Steamboat, 

December 1978/Stories include: Sam- 

martino, Rhodes, Wrestling II, Bravo. 

January 1979/Stories include: Sammar- 

tino, Mulligan, Rhodes, Backlund. 

February 1979/Stories include: Race, 

Sammartino, Steamboat, Ladd. 

April 1979/Stories include: Andre, Flair, 

Backlund, Jones. 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 

Rhodes, Backlund, Heenan. 

June 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, Su- 

perstar, Bockwinkel, Backlund, 

July 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, 

add, Valiant, Brower. 

August 1979/Stories include: Flair, Gar- 

vin, Race, Sammartino. 

September 1979/Stories include; 

Steamboat, Mascaras, Strongbow, 

Garvin. 

October 1979/Stories include: Rich, 

Rhodes, Backlund, Putski. 

November 1979/Stories include: Snuka, 

Heenan, Race, Backlund. 

February 1980/Stories include: Patera, 

Snuka, Santana, Albano. 

March 1980/Stories include: Flair, Rich, 

Funk, Duncum. 

April 1980/Stories include; Hogan, Rich, 

Backlund, Mascaras, 

May 1980/Stories include: Sammartino, 

Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel. 

June 1980/Stories include: Putski\An- 

dre, Hernandez, Keirn. 

July 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Von 

Erich, Superstar, Blassie, 

August 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 

tino, Wrestling Il, Baker, Koloff. 

September 1980/Stories include; Mas- 

caras, Rhodes, Ladd, Iron Sheik. 


November 1980/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Koloff. 
January 1981/Stories include: Race, 
Snuka, Morales, Slater. 

February 1981/Stories include: Back- 
lund, DiBiase, Bravo, Anderson. 

April 1981/Stories include: Albano, 
Sammartino Jr., Race, McGraw. 

May 1981/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana. 

June 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne. 

September 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog. 
November 1981/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Andre, Snuka, 
January 1982/Stories include: Flair, Ho- 
gan, Race, Humperdink. 

February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 

March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 
fund, Idol, Spoiler, 

April 1982/Stories include; Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 

June 1982/Stories include; Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 

July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 

August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 
September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 
Piper, Lawler, Brody. 
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October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 
February 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hogan, DiBiase, Race, 

March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 

April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich. 

May 1983/Stories include; Rich, Snuka, 
Sullivan, Steamboat. 


June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
vin, Rogers, Orton. 

July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 

August 1983/Stories include; Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler: 
September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 

October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 
ll, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes. 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 
December 1983/Stories include; Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors, 
January 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Rich, Superstar, Piper. 

February 1984/Stories include: Abdul- 
lah, Sawyers, Valiant, Von Erich. 

March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Stearn- 
boat, Superstar, Windham. 

May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 

June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 

July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling II. 

August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoiler. 
September 1984/Stories include; Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iron Sheik. 
October 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A, 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 
February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 

March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Kolofis. \ 

June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera: 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs, The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. 
October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 
November 1985/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch, 


r INSIDE WRESTLING Make Check Payatle And Send To: ONLY 
OvuLy74 (OCcT77 OapRso [CiauGs2 ciyunesa | 1.V. SPORTS 
QAUG74 (NOV77 FiMAY8O CISEPT82 (J JULY 84 § 
SEPT74 OODEC77 (CiJUNE80 ()OCT82 (© AUG84 Box 48 3.00 EACH | 
] GNov74 CFeB7s CyuLyso [Novae ciseptss | Rockville Centre, NY 11571 | 
CJUNE75 CIAPR7B (AUGBO [IDEC82 [OCTB4 
{ OAUG75 COAUG78 [SEPT80 [1FEB83 [iNOV84 Please send me the back issues I've checked. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. | 
i CUSEPT75 ©OCT78 CINOV8O (CIMAR83 ()DEC84 
OFEB76 (INOV78 JAN81 (APR83 [)JAN85S > : 
| CMAR76 CIDEC78 (iFEB81 CIMAY83 (FEBS5 Number of Magazines Ordered: Amount Enclosed: $ I 
CAPR76 CJAN79 [IAPR81 ([IJUNE63 [1 MAR85 | 
| CJUNE76 [IFEB79 (JMAY81 (CIJULY83 [APR85 PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 
ClhAUG76 OAPR79 ([JJUNE81 [MAUGS83 [)MAY8S j 
| JSEPT76 CIMAY79 [SEPT81 [ISEPT83 CIWUNE8S | jaye | 
0CT76 CvJUNE79 [NOV81 [[OCTB3 JULY 85 = 
] GNov7s uvuLy79 GJANs2 CNOV8s [AUGES | 
ODEC76 [iAUG79 [FEBB2 (DEC83 [CISEPT8s | ADDRESS APT. 
| OVAN77. (SEPT79 [OMARS2 JAN84 [JOCT85 | 
1FEB77 [JOCT78 (APRB2 ([IFEB84 ([JNOVAS city 
| (OMAY77) [CONOV79 CMAYS82 (CIMAR84 [IDECSS5 | 
| GAUG77 [FEB80 [JUNE82 APR 84 
OSEPT77 OMAR80 [IJULY82 [MMAY84 STATE ZIP = { 
| Do Not Order Any Issue oi Listed. Do Not Send Coins. | 
Do Not Use Old Order Forms For all orders except the United States and Canada you MUST AOD one dollar (U.S,) for every back issue ordered for boat 
| In case of a sellout, indicate substitute issue: mail, and two dollars (U.S.) for avery back issue sent by air mail 


ee SS SS 


gag BACK ISSUES OF mam 


* 


Don't miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER. Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the world today. 
Supplies are limited. Don’t delay—order today! 


February 1975/Stories include: Andre, Se on 
Strongbow, Brisco, Sheik, = 

June 1975/Stories include: Andre, Mu- 
raco, Funk, Lawler. 

July 1975/Stories include: Valentine, 
Sammartino, Race, Rhodes. 

August 1975/Stories include: Sammar- 
ting, Patterson, Stasiak, Rivera. 
December 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, McDaniel, Blackjacks. 
January 1976/Stories include; Sammar- 
tino, Putski, Wrestling I, Rhodes, 
February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Sammartino, Rhodes, Valentine. 

July 1976/Stories include: Andre, Wres- 
tling II, Inoki, Von Erich. 

November 1976/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Valentine, Mosca. 
December 1976/Stories include; Von 
Erich, Mulligan, Brody, Funk. 

January 1977/Stories include; Brody, 
Andre, Wrestling ll, Mascaras. 

February 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Jones, Funk, Von Raschke. 
April 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Funk, Flair, Bockwinkel. 

May 1977/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Valiants, Andersons, Sammartino, 

June 1977/Stories include: Patera, 
Putski, Hernandez, McDaniel. 

July 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Rocca, Mascaras. 

October 1977/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Sammartino, Flair, Snuka. 

November 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Slater, Mascaras, Snuka. 
September 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Grahams, Andre, Mascaras. 
October 1978/Stories include; Sammmar- 
tino, Backlund, McDaniel, Race. 
November 1978/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre, Ladd, Graham. 

December 1978/Stories include: Brisco, 
Mulligan, Andre, Blanchard. 

February 1979/Stories include: Ladd, 
Flair, Idol, Heenan. | 


AUGUST 1985 
May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Brody, Valiants, Race, 

July 1979/Stories include: Wrestling II, 
Backlund, Sammartino, Andre. 

August 1979/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Patera, Stevens, Superstar. 

October 1979/Stories include: Flair, Val- 
entine, Santana, Muraco. 

December 1979/Stories include: Andre, 
Graham, Rhodes, Mascaras. 

January 1980/Stories include: Race, 
Backlund, Snuka, Brisco. 

February 1980/Stories include; Andre, 
Flair, DiBiase, Superstar. 

March 1980/Stories include; Sammar- 
tino, Murdoch, Mulligan, Andre. 

April 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Di- 
Biase, Youngblood, Wrestling II, 

May 1980/Stories include: Andre, Mas- 
caras, Bockwinkel, Patera. 

June 1980/Stories include: Backlund, 
Abdullah, Brisco, Flair. 

August 1980/Stories include: Valentine, 
Zbyszko, Von Erich, Albano. 

September 1980/Stories include: Ladd, 
Patera, Steamboat, Gagne. 

October 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Rhodes, Wrestling II, Morales. 
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November 1980/Stories include: Rich, 
Hogan, Snuka, Super Destroyers. 
January 1981/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich. 
February 1981/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Patera, lron Sheik, Wrestling II. 
March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 
moans, Blassie, Wrestling II, 

May 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs. 

June 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Piper, Rich, Martel. 

July 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. 

August 1981/Stories include: DiBiase, 
Slaughter, Martel, Idol. 

October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 
Rhodes, Race, Sullivan. 

December 1981/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Steele, Race, Hogan. 

January 1982/Stories include: Rich, 
Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino. 
March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Albano, Flair, Race. 

April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 
strongs, Valentine, Santana, 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Von Erich, Graham, Rich, 

June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Reed, Albano, Piper. 

July 1982/Stories include: Rich, Sawyer, 
Flair, Steamboat. 

pugs 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 
September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 
October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair. : 
December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 

January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 

March 1983/Stories include: Piper, 
Reed, Valiant, Roberts. 
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April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy, 

May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff. 

June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 

July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 

August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 

November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko, 
January 1984/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 

April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 
July 1984/Stories include: Rich, 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 
August 1984/Stories include; Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 

September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 
January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 
February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 

June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 

July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 

August 1985/BONUS 4-PG. COLOR 
SECTION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., 
Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 

September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express, 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 

November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
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DID RIC FLAIR REALLY 


BEAT DUSTY RHODES 
AT STARRCADE ’84? 


In all of wrestling history, no match has ever had higher stakes: $I million in 
cash plus the NWA World heavyweight title. Dusty Rhodes and Ric Flair were 
the competitors. But many of those in the Greensboro Coliseum on 
Thanksgiving night—particularly Rhodes—feel that special referee Joe 
Frazier stopped the contest long before the match was truly over 


IC FLAIR STOOD in the center 
of the ring with his fists raised, 
anxious tO move out against Dusty 
Rhodes. Former heavyweight boxing 
champion Joe Frazier motioned for 
Flair to unclench his fists and return 
to his corner. 
Flair didn’t like it, but he com- 
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plied. He knew very well that his 
title was on the line, and_ that 
Rhodes was more than capable of 
taking it from him. And he knew 
that the winner of this match would 
go home $1 million richer. 

Flair returned to his corner; he 
didn’t want to risk disqualification. 


Frazier turned his back on Flair 
and addressed his tention to 
Rhodes, who was blecuing profusely 
from a cut over the right eye. As 
Frazier examined the cut, Flair 
moved out of his corner, instinctively 
on the attack, wanting to continue 
the match and finish off Rhodes for 


Joe Frazier, giving his prematch instructions to Rhodes and Flair, would be a major factor in the 
outcome of the match (opposite left), Flair grabs the advantage (above) and opens a deep gash over 
Rhodes’ right eye (below). Smokin’ Joe examines the cut (above right). Manny Fernandez consoles his 
tag team partner after the match is stopped in Flair’s favor (below right). 


good. 

“Hold it right there, Flair!” barked 
Frazier. “Back in your corner.” 

Again Flair complied. And again 
Frazier examined Rhodes’ eye, deter- 
mining whether or not to allow the 
match to continue. 

“Okay you guys, let’s wrestle 

Flair moved in aggressively, flip- 
ping Rhodes to the mat and strad- 
dling his chest as he delivered a se- 
ries of closed-fist blows to Dusty’s 
head. Frazier kept a close watch on 


a 


the action, looking at every blow 
with a measured eye, assessing the 
damage of each smash to the head. 

The match had .been fairly even 
up to this point. Rhodes had gained 
the early advantage with a bionic el- 
bow to the side of Flair’s head, and 
had followed up with a strong head- 
lock. Flair escaped that headlock, 
flipped Rhodes to the mat, and 
caught “The American Dream” in a 
figure-four leglock. 

But Rhodes managed to reverse 


Photos by Bill Apter & Floyd See 


the hold, and Flair was again at a 
disadvantage. And when Flair moved 
to the top rope for a flying elbow- 
smash, Rhodes moved in and 
slammed the NWA champion to the 
mat. Flair was in trouble, and though 
he successfully managed to capture 
Rhodes in a sleeperhold, it was 
weakly applied. Flair’s only chance of 
regaining the edge would be to ma- 
neuver Rhodes through the ropes 
and force the action to the arena 

(Continued on page 46) 
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SPECIAL <a OFFER 
PRO bie ese ILLUSTRATED 


Be a subscriber to the 
most-colorful wrestling mag- 
azine in the world and 
never miss an_ issue. 
Wrestling is the only 
sport with non-stop action 
the whole year round, 
and nobody covers wres- 
tling better than PWI. 


FULL-COLOR PINUP 
Remember, each issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
contains a _ spectacular 
FULL-COLOR PINUP of 
one of wrestling’s greatest 
superstars. That’s 12 giant 
pinups a year! They are 
worth the price of a sub- 


12 BIG ISSUES A YEAR Go scription by themselves. 
PWI’s award-winning staff is always on the SUBSCRIBERS SAVE MONEY—A 


scene where the action is. It’s truly the e h ear’s subscription to PWI—12 bi 
undisputed champion of wrestling mag- With T e tamer fa $19. It's an ae 


azines from the great staff of writers, beatable deal: you save over $4 off the 
through the dramatic peak-action photographs, Leader newsstand price, and you have every 


plus the magnificent full-color pinup. PWI issue delivered directly to your door. 
brings wrestling from the arena into your home. Subscribe today. 


Send To: TV SPORTS _O New (0 Renewal 12 BIG ISSUES ONLY $19.00 | 


BOX 48 A SAVINGS OF OVER $4.00 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Please enter my subscription for the next 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. | am enclosing $19.00 as 
payment in full. 


ADDRESS APT. 
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(Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. All other countries $24.00. U.S. funds only.) 
Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 
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““GORGEOUS”’ 


JIM GARVIN: 
TAILOR-MADE FOR THE AWA! 


RY TO REMEMBER the first 

time you went shopping for 
clothes with your mother. She’d send 
you into the dressing room with some- 
thing and she'd say something like 
“Come out and let me see how it 
looks.” 

So, you got all dressed and walked 
out into the store. Mom would fuss 
with this sleeve, or that pant leg, and 
when she was satisfied, she’d push you 
in front of a mirror. 

“A perfect fit,” she’d say, and you 
couldn’t argue with her. The clothes 
didn’t look particularly good, but they 
were practical and they did fit. But you 
know if you went to school wearing 
the stuff, your friends would rank on 
you all day. It wouldn’t be too much 
fun. 

Thats how AWA wrestling audi- 
ences have been feeling ever since 
“Gorgeous” Jim Garvin invaded their 
local arenas. The fans have been look- 
ing for a wrestler to give AWA World 
champion Rick Martel a good series of 
matches. Garvin, coming off a success- 
ful tour of Japan, has run up an im- 
pressive winning streak since arriving 
in the region. The fans know that Gar- 
vin is a necessity, just like the clothes 
mom selected, but they aren’t happy 
about having him in the area. 

For example, a crowd of fans in an 
arena in Wisconsin stood dumbstruck 


They’ve never seen syfiaitia: like it before. Gorgeous Jim 
Garvin, with his valet Precious and sequined ring attire in 
tow, has entered the AWA like a gale-force wind. He has 
sailed to the top of the ratings, and only World champion 
Rick Martel stands between him and his ultimate goal 


fi 
mm 
& 
xs 
> 
e 
s 
R. 
&. 
*. 


22 


re oe 


AWA fans don’t quite know what to make of Garvin and his 
valet, Precious (above). Garvin does a little choking on Tom 


Zenk before snapmaring him (right), Gorgeous Jim’s camel 


clutch has Zenk in great pain (below). 


Photos by Bruce Krietzman 


as Garvin, wearing a bright red se- 
quined jack, accompanied by his ever- 
present valet Precious, made his grand 
entrance into the arena, walked down 
the aisle, and climbed through the ring 
ropes. 

He then stood in the center of the 
ring as Precious stood before him and 
went through a series of muscle poses 
for the crowd. Precious removed Gar- 
vin’s jacket and white gloves, sprayed 
him with an atomizer of cologne, and 
fixed his hair before she left the ring. 

It was. a spectacle unlike most of 
these fans had seen before. “These 
people are used to a different kind of 
wrestler,” said his evening’s opponent, 
Brad Rheingans. “Theyre used to just 
regular people, like me I guess, who 
don’t make a big deal about getting in 
and out of the ring. I know that I 
personally would feel a. little foolish 
calling attention to myself like that.” 
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Garvin has moved quickly through AWA competition and into the number one challenger’s position 


for Rick Martel’s AWA World title. Of course, his quick rise has been aided by his disregard for the 
rulebook, Here, he ignores the referee’s order to cease his attack against Steve O. 


Then again, Brad Rheingans and 
Jim Garvin are two entirely different 
people. “Most of the wrestlers I’ve 
talked to look at wrestling as a job,” 
Rheingans said, “kind of like a plumb- 
er or a construction worker looks at 
their jobs. Sure, we get more attention 
for doing our jobs than they do, but 
that’s the only difference. If there were 
popular magazines and TV _ shows 
about plumbing or construction work, 
they would be the celebrities, and we’d 
be seeing them on TV and reading 
about them. I’m not into the celebrity 
thing, though, not like Garvin. Garvin 
loves it! Its a performance for him, 
like he’s on Broadway! He’s on some 
ego trip.” 

Ego is a large part of Garvin's 
makeup, but anyone, fan or wrestler, 
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who has seen Garvin wrestle since his 
entrance into the area will not deny his 
ability to win. With victories over Tom 
Zenk, Steve O, Curt Hennig, and other 
AWA stars, Garvin has earned the 
number one spot in the AWA ratings 
behind champion Martel. 

Equally as impressive is that Garvin 
has managed to knock former champi- 
on Nick Bockwinkel out of the number 
one contender’s position, a spot he has 
held almost exclusively since losing the 
belt to Jumbo Tsuruta last February. 

“Hey, the AWA fans have just been 
begging the promoters for someone 
like me for years,” Garvin said as Pre- 
cious packed his wrestling gear up at 
the end of the evening. “I was in Ja- 
pan and [promoter] Wally Karbo called 
and offered to buy out every contract I 


signed with the Japanese promoters if I 
would come back and wrestle in the 
AWA. 

“But I didn’t know what to do, ya 
see? They love me in Japan. Everybody 
loves me in Japan. And Precious here, 
they went crazy over her,” he said, 
motioning toward his valet as she sat 
down in front of a mirror and began 
playing with her hair. “They wanted to 
put her in movies. But then we started 
thinking about it and she probably 
would’ve had to share billing with 
Godzilla or Mothra. ve never seen a 
Japanese movie without some monster 
in it, have you? So we said no to the 
Japanese movie deal. If they love her, 
America will love her, too. Precious is 
on her way to becoming the next 
Meryl Streep. If that bimbo can make 
movies, Precious here can become a 
legend.” 

In fact, Garvin's claim that Karbo 
called him in Japan is a truthful one. 
“Tt was time to introduce a new kind 
of wrestler to the AWA,” the veteran 
promoter said. “Jim Garvin is definitely 
the state-of-the-art 1980s wrestler. And 
for that reason I'm glad that I signed 
him. It’s time for these fans to experi- 
ence Jim Garvin.” 

“But,” Karbo said without a pause, 
“he’s the most arrogant, egotistical— 
well, he’s not easy to deal with, let’s 
put it that way. I would never choose 
the man as a friend. I don’t like him, ~ 
and I also don’t approve of his tactics 
in the ring, but he is a success. And 
that’s what I deal in, success. 

“When I'm looking for wrestlers to 
sign for matches,” Karbo said, “I care 
mostly about is his record and his abil- 
ity to attract a crowd. And ultimately, 
I'm always looking for opponents for 
AWA World champion Rick Martel. 
What good is having a champion if 
there’s no one for, him to wrestle, 
right? And a champion is only as good 
as the men he defeats.” 

Garvin has indeed been successful, 
and his title shot is almost assured. 
But most notable of his current AWA 
campaign is the excessive degree of 
trickery and deception he has used in 
the victories over top AWA stars on 
his way to the number one ranking. 
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Steve O did well against Garvin, executing a backdrop (right), but he was done in by Gorgeous Jim’s 
rulebreaking. The referee is unaware that Garvin’s pin attempt against Steve O is illegal (above). 
Garvin holds the ropes and viciously stomps young Zenk (below). 
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“I should have won that match,” 
Olsonowski said after losing to Garvin 
at the St. Paul Civic Center. “He killed 
me with illegal tactics. Every headlock 
was a choke. Every hold I got on the 
guy was broken by a pull of the 
trunks. Look at my eyes. He gouged 
the life outta them. I wouldn’t be sur- 
prised if he didn’t use one legitimate 
hold the whole time we were in the 
ring together. And his cute little valet 
is just part of the distraction so he can 


use all his tricks. He doesn’t deserve 
his ranking.” 

The fact remains that Garvin has 
made his way to the number one rank- 
ing in the AWA, and the fact that he 
got there through the back door of 
rulebreaking tactics makes him no less 
of a challenger. Another fact to note is 
that Martel, despite a fine title reign, 
has been criticized by his peers for 
lacking the aggressive quality that helps 
a wrestler combat the illegal maneuvers 
of an opponent like Garvin. 

Can Martel battle Garvin's attack re- 
plete with illegal maneuvers, the dis- 
traction of Precious, and a surprisingly 
finely honed technique? Jim Garvin 
might not only be tailor-made for the 
AWA, he just might be a perfect fit for 
the AWA World title belt as well. 0 
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Dusty Rhodes 
vs. Roddy Piper 
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LAST CHANCE FOR 
GEORGIA WRESTLING? 


=| cee ARE JUST so many 
times a man can be hero. 
Sooner or later, he tries too hard 
but not enough. -Then he be- 
comes a martyr, soon to become 
a memory. 

Dusty Rhodes knows the risks. 
He’s put his career on the line 
often enough and has flirted with 
disaster more times for people to 
think the two of them are going 
steady. Yet, Dusty Rhodes con- 
tinues to take the risks because 
he promised himself he would. 


If Dusty Rhodes can’t do something 
about Roddy Piper, we just might have 
to get used to hearing the Scot’s 
piercing voice. 
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Piper throws Rhodes into the ropes (left) and 
applies the sleeperhold as 
rebounds (above). Dusty managed to escape by 


maneuvering to the ropes. 


“The Dream” 


Like a conquering Genghis Khan, Roddy Piper dominates and 
demoralizes Georgia wrestling. One man, Dusty Rhodes, is 
determined to stop him. If Rhodes fails, all hope is lost 


Rhodes only explains when 
he’s in a reflective mood, and 
then only to close friends. “It’s 
impossible to make people un- 
derstand,” Rhodes says softly, 
“so | don’t try. But | have a vision 
of what wrestling should be. And 
it’s a beautiful vision, one that 
can keep you going through the 
bad times and make you realize 
there’s something more impor- 
tant than yourself. This vision is 
so beautiful, that risking every- 
thing to achieve it is a small price 
to pay. 

“It may sound corny, but | be- 
lieve wrestling has a responsibil- 
ity to America. As a sport, it 
should reflect the best this coun- 


try stands for—justice, dignity, 
and decency. When people see a 
great wrestling match, they 
should feel just a little bit better 
about themselves. 

“A friend once asked me why | 
have to always take the tough 
matches, try to show the real rats 
they can’t control wrestling. Hell, 
if | didn’t do that, | wouldn’t be 
true to my vision. And a man 
without a vision is just taking up 
space.” 

Roddy Piper has heard Dusty’s 
explanation for taking risks no 
other wrestler dares take. 

“The first time | heard it,” 
Piper sneers, ‘I laughed. My sides 
hurt from laughing so hard, Dusty 

PHOTOS BY EDDIE CHESLOCK 


Rhodes says he has a vision, says 
he must defend wrestling’s hon- 
or, says he is willing to risk his 
career. What he doesn’t say, but 
what he really means, is that he is 

stupid. ; 
“Yes, stupid! This is a business. 
You're in it to make money, if 
you ‘re smart. Dusty Rhodes is not 
smart. He doesn’t plan, he 
doesn’t think ahead. Now, I’m 
smart. I’m-like a brilliant chess 
master. When | come into a terri- 
tory, | know what I’m going to do 
and how |’II do it. | knew before | 
ever set foot into NWA territory 
how I‘d take over the federation. 
And even someone as simple as 
(Continued on page 56) 
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Kerry Von Erich & Billy Jack 


THE DREAM TEAM FOR 
WRESTLING MAY BE A NIGHTMARE 
FOR THE VON ERICHS! 


Photos by Buddy Myers 


They’re two of the most important men in professional 
wrestling, and now they’re planning to form what could be 
the most impressive tag team in the history of the sport. 
Teaming Kerry Von Erich and Billy Jack might be the biggest 
news ever for tag team wrestling, but it could be bad news 
for the Von Erich family 
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In just over two years as a professional, Billy 
Jack has worked his way into the sport’s elite 
group of superstars. He knows he has a lot to 
learn about tag team wrestling, but he’s got a 
great partner to work with (opposite page). In 
one of his first matches in the World Class area, 
Billy works on John Tatum’s neck (left and 
bottom) and celebrates an easy victory (above). 


HEY MET FOR the. first time 

last May. Kerry Von Erich was 
touring the Florida area right after 
he defeated Ric Flair for the NWA 
World heavyweight championship 
and he met then-Florida State 
champion Billy Jack. 

They quickly became friends. 
And why not; they have a great 
deal in common. Both spend a lot 
of time and energy in the gym, 
training their bodies for power and 
strength. They are both dedicated 
to’ professional wrestling, and they 
work intensely to improve their 
match performance. They both ad- 
vocate the priniciples of sciéntific 
wrestling. And finally, they both 
make an incredible effort to please 
their legions of fans. 

In short, Kerry Von Erich and 
Billy Jack are two of a kind. And 
that two will soon become one, a 
tag team that has the potential to 
run right up to the top of the rat- 
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The Texas fans have always counted on ‘Kerry. Von Erich to be a major contributor to the war against 


area rulebreakers such as Chris Adams. Mike Von Erich fears that Kerry will leave Texas once he 


begins to team with Billy Jack. 


ings and world 
championship. 

Everything sounds so wonderful. 
So why then is the Von Erich fam- 
ily so worried? 

“I think they’d probably be the 
greatest tag team ever,’ Mike Von 
Erich said. “I don’t have a doubt in 
my mind that those two could beat 
anyone in wrestling. Just based on 
their reputations, I think they'd de- 
serve a shot at a major title in their 
first match together. | know my 
brother Kerry better than any other 
wrestler in the game, and I’ve seen 
a lot of Billy Jack, especially since 
he started wrestling here in Texas, 
and I know they could be a big 
success as a team. 

“I don’t know, I might come off 
sounding a little bit selfish about the 
whole thing, but I just have this 
feeling that once Kerry and Billy 
team up, that might be the end of 
the Von Erichs as we know it. 

“I like things the way they are 
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‘now,” Mike continued, “and I see a 


lot of changes ahead once Kerry 
and Billy Jack team up. My biggest 
fear is that they will wrestle all 
over the country, and not just in 
Texas. Billy Jack has a lot of loyal 
fans in Florida and the Pacific 
Northwest who are not going to let 
him get away with just staying in 
the Texas area.” 

Mike Von Erich, who is starting 
only his second year as a profes- 
sional wrestler, relies heavily on the 
guidance of his father and two 
brothers. Once a week, the four of 
them get together to review match- 
es of potential opponents and dis- 
cuss moves and maneuvers. No- 
body benefits more from these 
sessions than young Mike. “It just 
wouldn't be the same without Ker- 
ry,” he said. 

“| think Billy and Kerry are going 
to make a great team,” said Kevin, 
the oldest brother, “but I hope Ker- 
ry keeps some time open in his 


schedule. to team with his brothers. 
We have a lot of fun getting into 
the ring, the three of us, and takin’ 
care of business together. There 
isn’t a three-man tag team in the 
world who can do it like we can. 
Most important the fans love to see 
the Von Erichs together. I like Billy, 
but I just pray this doesn’t pull the 
Von Erichs apart.” 

The boys’ father, Fritz Von Erich, 
while unopposed to the formation 
of the team, is concerned that Ker- , 
ry might neglect his singles career. 

“Kerry was the first Von Erich 
ever to win the NWA World title,” 
Fritz said, “and he made us all 
proud. Although he only held the 
belt for 19 days, it was a great 19 
days. It proved that Kerry is capa- 
ble of winning the greatest title in 
the sport, and I'd like to see him do 
it again. He can't do it unless he 
puts blinders on, trains hard, and 
thinks only about regaining the ti- 
tle. In other words, tag team wres- 
tling could hinder that pursuit. 

“This isn’t an insult to Billy Jack. 
He’s an outstanding wrestler. But | 


‘want Kerry to make another rush 


at Ric Flair. He owes it to his fans. 
to Texas, to the Von Erich name, 
and most important, to himself. It 
would be terrible if Kerry never 
challenged for the title again.” 

That's a fact that the fans would 
agree upon wholeheartedly. Yet, 
there are fans who would love to 
see Kerry and Billy in the ring to- 
gether, even if it was only a tempo- 
rary situation. 

“| don’t think they’d need much 
work together to beat the good 
teams,” one fan said, “but to beat 
the great teams, they’d have to 
work out some match strategies 
and do some work together. You 
know that sometimes it isn’t the 
best: wrestlers who win tag team 
matches, it’s the best teams. Still, I'd 
like to see them wrestle together, 
and I'd love to see them wrestle 
The Road Warriors. That would be 
an incredible match. Kerry and Bil-. 


ly might be the only two men in 


wrestling capable of beating them. 


Von Erich lifts Adams and bodyslams him on 
the officials’ table outside the ring (below). Kerry 
met then-Florida champion Billy Jack last May 
when he made a series of NWA World title 
defenses in Florida (right). 
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One thing’s for sure—the arena 
would be packed to see a Kerry 
Von Erich-Billy Jack tag team!” 

The team is a promoter’s dream, 
a guarantee of a capacity crowd. 
That’s why, despite the fears of the 
Von Erichs, these two men may 
team anyway. A big crowd means 
big money, and after all, Billy Jack 
and Kerry Von Erich are men 
working for a living. A big money 
contract just might be too big to 
turn down. 

“This is true, money is important 
to a lot of wrestlers,” Kerry said. 
“But anyone who knows me, and 
has followed my career since | 
started wrestling, knows that I don’t 
do anything just for the money. I’m 
a professional wrestler because | 
love this sport. 

“The fans also know that my,one 
goal is the NWA ‘World heavy- 
weight championship, and I know 
that Billy is set on reaching that 
goal as well. I’m not gonna let that 
goal slip away from me. I loved 
wearing that World championship 
belt around my waist. It meant | 


was the best in the world at what I 
do, even if it was only 19 days’ 
worth. 

“The next time, and there will be 
a next time, I’m gonna have that 
belt for a long time. And you know 
who one of the top challengers will 
be? Billy Jack, that’s who. He's a 
dedicated man and a great wrestler. 
To do what he’s done in only two 
years is an incredible feat. Nothing 
will stand in the way of my regain- 
ing the title. 

“Tag team wrestling is different 
and it’s fun for me,” Kerry contin-_ 
ued. “I don’t want that to sound 
like I don’t take it seriously, be- 
cause | do. Any time you step 
through the ropes, you're stepping 
into a dangerous situation. Billy and 
I both realize that. One of the 
things I like about him is his atti- 
tude about the sport. That's why I 
want to team with him. And it isn’t 
a forever thing. We'll team up, 
maybe even win a title or two if 
we work hard, but ultimately the 
NWA World heavyweight title is 
the place we both want to be.”(J 


31 


Life was a living hell in the Mulligan 
household. Sometimes a man does. 
what fate forces him to do... 
sometimes he just does what he 
has to do. In his own words, 
Blackjack Mulligan Jr. tells why 

he was behind his father’s 

shocking transformation 


Blackjack Mulligan’ , 
Jr's Own Story: 1 


BEGGED MV, . 
FATHER TO | 
TURN BAD!” 


[; WAS A Long time 
coming, you know. Deci- 
sions like that aren’t made 
easily, and heaven knows 
there were a lot of things to 
think about before and after 
the fact. Actually, I think it’s 
all for the best, no matter 
what anyone says. Some 
people say that’s a cop-out, 
and I guess they ’re entitled to 
their own .opinions, but 
nobody’s entitled to say that 
it was a decision that was 
made lightly. 
It didn’t happen overnight, 
either, that’s for damn sure. 
Why, I remember not too 
long ago, a couple of months 
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By Blackjack Mulligan Jr. 


it was, when my father went 
up against Big John Studd. I 
was at that match, and it 
damn near ripped out 
my heart to see Studd do 
what he did. 

What he did was nearly 
destroy my old man. I’m 
telling you, you haven't been 
through anything until 
you've seen your own father 
helpless at the hands of 
someone else... and you're 
sitting there watching it all 
and you're totally helpless to 
do anything. 

When we got home that 
night, it was a scene like 
nothing that ever happened 


in our house ever before. 

Thad gotten home about 15 
minutes earlier than my 
father. He had to shower and 
change after his match, and 
he had his own car with him, 
so I didn’t see him at all after 
his match with Studd. 

The house was quiet. 
Almost too quiet, but I knew 
that it would change pretty 
soon. 

Fifteen minutes seemed 
like two hours. I knew what 
was coming, because it was a 
scene that had-been repeated 
over and over again. The old 
man would come in, sore and 
aching, mean as hell, and 


Blackjack Mulligan Sr. takes a 
beating from John Studd. 
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complain about whatever 
match had gone on that night. 

More times than I can 
count, I’ve seen him sit in his 
chair totally silent, thinking 
about the night’s match and 
watching whatever else was 
inside of him eat away at him 
like there was no tomorrow. I 
guess a lot of times he felt 
like there wasn’t, but he 
always went back into the 
ring for more. 

After this Studd match, 
though, it was something 
else altogether. When the 
slam of the front door 
destroyed the silence of the 
house, I was ready for the 
worst. I wasn’t ready, 
though, for what happened 
next. 

“Damn it all, ’'m fed up to 
here with all this crap!” 

Steamed? Man, Ineversaw 
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anything get under the old 
man’s skin like that match 
with Studd. He threw his gym 
bag into the corner and 
knocked over a lamp, 
breaking the bulb and the 
porcelain body. Cursing his 
aim, he stormed into the 
kitchen, opened the refrig- 
erator, cursed again, and 
slammed the door shut. 

I didn’t say a word. He 
came into the living room 
and sat in his favorite chair. 
He couldn’t sit still, though, 
and in about a half a minute 
he was up and pacing the 
floor. 

“Damn life this is...I’m 
getting fed up.” He cursed 
under his breath again and 
looked directly into my eyes. 
I could almost feel the anger 
with my own eyes as 
he spoke. 


Perhaps it is time for Blackjack Mulligan Sr. to return to his former, more 


aggressive, style. At least that’s what Blackjack 5 son thinks. Mulligan sends 


Studd reeling (above). 
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“There was a time a while 
ago when I was doing all of 
this because of you,” he said 
to me. “I wanted to set an 
example. I knew that 
rulebreaking was a decision 
that has to be made on a 
man’s own conscience, and I 
didn’t want you following me 
as a rulebreaker just because 
that’s the way your father 
wrestles. 

“Damn it son, I’m sick of 
taking all this crap,” he said. 
“If I could only cut loose a 
little bit, I’d be able to take 
care of them all. It’s the most 
damnable frustrating thing 
in my life.” 

I told him to do it. “Don’t 
worry about me,” I told him. 
“You’ve got to wrestle the 
way you want—the way you 
used to, if just for your own 
sanity. Damn it, Dad, do what 
you've got to do! Hell, if you 
don’t think I’m old enough to 
make my own decisions, 
then you're really in a 
helluva jam. Do it, and go all 
the way. You can’t keep 
banging your head into a 
wall like this!” 

Sometimes yelling is the 
only form of communication : 
that sinks through some- 
body’s head. Not only did I 
yell, but I begged, so help me, 
I begged for my father to 
turn bad. 

The old man was silent, 
thinking about what I had 
said. There was a very tense 
silence in the house, the kind 
of silence that makes you 
know something important 
is going to go down, but you 
don’t know when or how. 

“You know, son, maybe 
you're right after all, maybe 
you're right.” 

He lapsed into silence 
again, thinking... thinking 
.. . thinking. Long into the 
night he just sat there, quiet, 
making the decision he knew 
he must. O 


Awesome Destruction! 


THE ROAD WARRIORS 
POWER TO THEIR 
FIRST WORLD TITLE 


When The Road Warriors entered the AWA in early August, 


lering predicted that they would win the AWA World 
team title by Labor Day. Hawk and Animal fulfilled their 
janae ar’s expectations with time to spare. In the process 
erwhelmed former champs Baron Von Raschke and 
id wrote anew page in tag team wrestling history 
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Photos by Linda Platt 


Warrior Hawk clamps his muscular arm around Baron Von Raschke’s chin (top left), Crusher tries to 
pry a reluctant Warrior Animal off the ropes (above right). Referee Eldin Rich orders the Warriors to 


allow Von Raschke out of their corner (below). 


UGUST 24, 1984: While many 

of Chicago’s three million in- 
habitants readied themselves for a 
Friday night out on the town, The 
Road Warriors were in the gym 
lifting weights. 

“C’mon, you gerbil-faced geek, 
push! Push! Push!” 

Road Warrior Hawk’s gravelly 
voice reverberated through the 
weight room of a midtown Chica- 
go gym that, if not for the 
Warriors’s presence, would have 
been closed. But Precious Paul El- 
lering’s influence—and a few dol- 
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lars to the gym’s manager—was 
persuasive enough to keep the 
gym open into the night. 

“You ugly mother, push harder! 
Go! Do it!” 

Road Warrior Animal was sitting 
in a piece of gym equipment de- 
signed for military presses—an ex- 
ercise where one sits down and 
grasps two handles slightly above 


and behind the head, then pushes 


against those handles until the 
arms are completely extended. It 
is a very, very difficult and strenu- 
ous exercise. 


“Let’s go, you wimp! You think 
200 pounds is much? C’mon, scuz! 
Push!” 

At Hawk’s insistence, Animal 
fought back the pain that was 
coursing through his limbs and, 
his face wrenched with pain and 
dripping with sweat, he complet- 
ed the final extension of his third 
set of 20 presses. 

“I knew you could do it. 
Hahaha! Great! I’d like to see that 
skinny wimp Von Raschke or that 
old fogey Crusher do one set of 20 
with 100 pounds! We'll pulverize 
‘em tomorrow night in Vegas!” 

Hawk slapped his tag team part- 
ner on the back. Animal breathed 
heavily but was pleased with what 
he had just achieved. ‘“‘Pulverize?” 
Animal said with a laugh. “Easiest 
thing in the world.” 

In one comer of the gym, Pre- 
cious Paul Ellering looked up from 
the day’s edition of The Wall 
Street Journal and smiled. 
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August 25, 1984: The Showboat 
Sports Pavilion in Las Vegas, Neva- 
da, is jam-packed with fans of 
AWA wrestling. They have just 
witnessed an exciting. undercard 
of action that included such top 
names as Tony Atlas, Bruiser 
Brody, Steve Regal, Larry Zbyszko, 
and others. They are now awaiting 
the spectacular main event: 


» Fai 


Ellering, at ringside, looks like an orchestra conductor as Hawk drops an elbow on Von Raschke’s 
head (above). Hawk attempts a pin, but Von Raschke is able to kick out (below). Later, Animal 
would gain a questionable pin over the Baron. 


The Road Warriors vs. Baron 
Von Raschke and The Crusher for 
the AWA World tag team title. 


Anticipation fills the air as the. 


ring introductions are made. The 
fans are sitting on the edges of 
their seats. They’re waiting for the 
action to begin. ! 

They don’t have to wait long. 

Before the timekeeper can ring 
the bell to signal the opening of 
the match, the Warriors have 
charged into action. The ring is a 
huge blur of action as a four-man 
battle royal is underway. But soon 
referee Eldin Rich has taken con- 
trol and sent one member of each 
team out of the ring. 


The next few minutes are a tacti- 
cal nightmare for Crusher and Von 
Raschke. Hawk and Animal sadisti- 
cally double-team Von Raschke, 
keeping him in their own corer 
and refusing to allow him to tag off 
with Crusher. Within minutes, Von 
Raschke is exhausted by the pow- 
er and fury of the Warriors. 

Finally, Von Raschke manages 
to tag off to Crusher, who, being 
fresh, manages to weaken Animal 
to an extent. Another tag off a 
minute or so later, and a refreshed 
Von Raschke charges into the ring 
and captures Animal in a perfectly 
applied clawhold. 

It is about six minutes into the 


match as the fans in the Showboat 
cheer wildly, anticipating Von 
Raschke ready to claim victory. 
Feeling the effects of the claw, An- 
imal begins slumping to the can- 
vas. Hawk climbs into the ring to 
help his partner, but Crusher runs 
in as well and knocks him to the 
mat. 

Seconds later, Precious Paul El- 
lering climbs onto the ring apron. 
As Crusher moves over to hit El- 
lering, referee Rich tums his back 
on the action to send Crusher 
back to his own comer. At that 
moment, Hawk, who has by then 
recovered from Crushers blow, 
climbs the ropes and hits Von 
Raschke with a flying elbowsmash. 

With Ellering keeping the refer- 
ee busy, Hawk tums Von 
Raschke—stunned from the elbow- 
smash—over on his back and 
places Hawk—groggy from Von 
Raschke’s claw—on top of the Bar- 
on. Hawk runs out of the ring and 
referee Rich tums, sees the pin at- 
tempt, and makes the three-count. 

The Road Warriors have cap- 
tured the AWA World tag team 
title. 
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August 27, 1984: Following a 
Sunday of rest, Precious Paul Eller- 
ing was behind the desk in his 
business office working on con- 
tracts for his Road Warriors to de- 
fend the AWA World tag team 
title. 

“When you're the best,” Eller- 
ing said, “there are those self-pos- 
sessed individuals who feel the 
need to prove that they are in fact 
better than you are. But let all of 
those teams who feel the need to 
challenge the Warriors be fore- 
warned: Hawk and Animal are the 
best, and there is nothing that can 
be done to prove them otherwise. 

“The Road Warriors are the 
greatest tag team in wrestling,” El- 
lering continued. 

And. they will remain the great- 
est until somebody proves 
otherwise. Oj 
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ughter’s Proudest 


It was an ugly match. Chairs were swung and blood was spilled 
and in no way did it resemble a sporting event. In the end, 


however, something good came of it. Something that can affect 
wrestling for many years to come 


OST OF THE time, Sgt. Slaugh- 

ter arrives early to the arena on 
the night of a match. He likes to get 
the feel of the place, believing the 
unique personality of every crowd must 
be understood before he dares wrestle. 
After years of battling the most fero- 
cious opponents in the most savage of 
professional sports, he leaves nothing 
to chance. 

This night was different. He arrived 
after the card had started; the second 
match of the night was almost over 
when he started to dress for combat. 
Usually, he enjoys the ritual of dress- 
ing, making sure everything’s in place. 
Its a holdover from his days in the 
Marines when he was rewarded for 
having everything in place. This night, 
he dressed not carelessly, but mechani- 
cally. He was not looking forward to 
what he would have to do. 

There’s an aura a man has when he 
doesn’t want to be disturbed. Slaughter 
had that aura about him this evening 
and the other wrestlers allowed him to 
\ dress in silence. He was preparing for 
his battle against Wahoo McDaniel, 
once the hero of millions but now one 
of wrestling’s most cruel rulebreakers. 
Slaughter could confront him with two 
strategies—either get as dirty as Mc- 
Daniel or take the high road and at 
least be assured of leaving the ring 
with his personal dignity intact. From 
the troubled look on Slaughter’s face, 
those who knew him best feared he 
hadn't decided which strategy to follow. 

Slaughter was summoned to the 
ring. He went forcefully but without 
the sense of expectation he usually 
brings to a match. He was a man 
confused, and no one had to tell 
Slaughter that a confused wrestler was 
a wrestler at great risk. 

When Slaughter entered the ring, 
his opponent stood tall and angry 

(Continued on page 54) 


So brutal was the match between Slaughter and McDaniel that it had to leave some sort of 
psychological mark on either or both of them. It’s quite possible that Wahoo might be ready to 
change his entire wrestling philosophy. Battling at ringside, Wahoo jams his fingertips into Slaughter’s 
throat (above). The Sarge slumps into the ropes as he’s chopped by Wahoo (below left). Slaughter 
swings a chair at McDaniel’s face (below right). 


HULK HOGAN 

VS. 
NIKOLAI 

VOLKOFF: 


HE PAST SEVERAL months 

have been active ones in the 
WWF. Between Mike Rotundo and 
Barry Windham winning the WWF tag 
team title from Adrian Adonis and 
Dick Murdoch (while being managed 
by none other than Capt. Lou Albano), 
and the arrival of such stars as Jim 
Neidhardt and George Wells, the 
WWE has become a hotbed of wres- 
tling news. 

The most newsworthy item out of 
that. territory in the past few months, 
though, is the departure of Sgt 
Slaughter. After months of defending 
the honor of his country against such 


EXCLUSIVE 
COVERAGE 


OF THE — 


HULKSTER’S 


foreigners as The Iron Sheik and Nik- 
olai Volkoff, the ex-Marine has decided 
to move on to the Pro Wrestling 
U.S.A. group in search of more infi- 
dels, and, more important, a world 
championship. 

Slaughter is yet another example of 
a superior wrestler becoming frustrated 
in his pursuit of a WWF title shot. 
The WWF's longstanding unwritten 
rule of not matching up two fan favor- 
ites has again backfired, this time re- 
sulting in the loss of perhaps its most 
popular wrestler. 

Slaughter’s absence leaves a gaping 
hole in the WWF structure: Who now 


will be willing to assume his mantle of 
patriotism? Which wrestler will be will- 
ing to devote his time and energy in 
the pursuit of American nationalism? 
Windham and Rotundo are too busy 
defending their freshly acquired belts, 
Jimmy Snuka is too embroiled in his 
feud with Roddy Piper, and Tito San- 
tana has devoted all his energy to re- 
gaining the Intercontinental champion- 
ship. And there is very little chance 
that men like Greg Valentine, Big John 
Studd, or Ken Patera would ever turn 
against their rulebreaker brethren, 
regardless of their nationality. 

That leaves the job to the number 


Hulk Hogan maintains probably the most strenuous schedule of any 
champion in the history of the sport. Now, with Sgt. Slaughter’s 
departure from the WWF, Hogan finds himself in the difficult postion 
of having to defend not only his championship but his country as well. 
Can The Hulkster cope with the added strain? 
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Photos by David Fitzgerald 
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Nikolai Volkoff is one of the few men in wrestling who can physically 
match Hulk Hogan. The Russian lifts the champ (left) and will slam him 
back-first across his knee (above). Volkoff turns a bearhug into a variation 
of the backbreaker (below). 


one man himself, whether he likes it 
or not. And that man is WWF cham- 
pion Hulk Hogan. , 

Hogan has recently been involved in 
several terrifying ring wars with Nikolai 
Volkoff, matches that have thrilled and 
frightened the fans, as well as the wres- 
tlers themselves. And while Hogan 
hasn’t waved the flag or led the crowd 
in the Pledge of Allegiance, he has 
nonetheless been inspiring. 

Volkoff, who stands 68” and weighs 
345 pounds, is one of the few men 
who can see eye to eye with Hogan. 
The animosity between the two men 
runs deep in both directions. Hogan, 
for obvious reasons, hasn’t any love 
lost for Volkoff. Hulk-a-mania doesn’t 
include those who defile the United 
States. 

For basically the same reasons, Vol- 
koff despises Hogan. The Hulk, after 
all, epitomizes all that is American: 
Tall, tanned, and aggressive, blond- 

(Continued on page 51) 
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SPECIAL OFFER FOR 
HULK HOGAN 


From Pocket Books 


The best-selling biography of wrestling’s 
hottest superstar is now available as a 
special order through our back issue 
department. Illustrated with many exclu- 
sive photos, Hulkamania! traces Hogan's 
rise from raw rookie to participant in 
WrestleMania, the most publicized 
event in wrestling history. Only $3.50 
(plus $1.50 postage and handling). 


Rockville Centre. NY 11571 
Print Your Name And Address Clearly 


Name 

Address 

City 

States = ZS 


Please rush me _____—séCcpies: of 

Hulkamania. I enclose $5.00 ($3.50 for the 

book, plus $1.50 postage and handling) for 

each copy I am ordering. 

Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. U.S. funds 

ye Foreign orders please add an additional 
1.00, 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 


DUSTY RHODES 


(Continued from page 19) 


floor. 

At ringside, Flair and Rhodes pum- 
meled each other mercilessly. It was 
during that brutal exchange that the 
first evidence ofa cut over Rhodes’ 
eye became apparent. Frazier quickly 
took control of the situation, order- 
ing both men back into the ring 
quickly, or else a double-disqualifica- 
tion would result. 

And now—Rhodes was 
pummeled again, and with each con- 
nection of Flair’s fist to the flesh 
above Rhodes’ right eye, the tear in 
that flesh became wider, the flow of 
blood down the face became great- 
er, and the strength in Dusty’s body 
diminished. 

Flair stood up, allowing Dusty. to 
rise to his feet, then backed “The 
American Dream” into one corner 
and mounted the middle turnbuckle 
in preparatrion for another closed- 
fist attack. But Frazier stepped into 
the middle of the action once again 
as he called Flair down to the mat. 

Dusty began to move out of the 
corner, slightly unsteady on his feet, 
and Frazier moved in again. He or- 
dered Flair back to his corner, and 
examined the cut. 

Then the bombshell fell: Frazier 
stopped the match! Ric Flair retained 
his NWA World title and was award- 
ed $1 million. 

Dusty was furious. The fans in the 
Greensboro Coliseum were shocked. 
Several arena security guards had to 
run into the ring to restrain Dusty. 
Manny Fernandez, Rhodes’ NWA 
World championship tag team part- 
ner, ran in to calm his friend down. 


Confusion was everywhere. No- 


body could believe it: At one sec- 
ond, the fans expected Rhodes to 
mount a comeback against the 
champion. At the next second, Fraz- 
ier was holding Flair’s arm in the air 
declaring him the winner. 

“This ain't no lousy boxing match, 
sucker!” howled an intensely angry 
Rhodes. “What the hell you think 
you doin’?” 

But protests to Frazier proved 


being’ 


>* i 
Dusty Rhodes, awaiting medical attention in the 
dressing room, is still in a fighting mood. 
worthless. The decision was final. 

“Too soon!” screamed one fan at 
ringside. “Payoff!” howled another. 
Hundreds of fans were heard to be 
screaming, “Kill the refl”’ 

Rhodes has filed an official protest 
with the NWA, but Mid-Atlantic pro- 
moter Jim Crockett does not feel he 
has a strong case. “| don’t want to 
second-guess Joe Frazier,” Crockett 
said during a postmatch interview. “| 
know a lot of fans were upset by the 
decision, and certainly Dusty was up- 
set that the match was stopped, and 
that’s to be expected. But | feel Fraz- 
ier’s decision was a just one. He was 
the closest to the action, and the 
referee's decision is final.” 

But the nagging question remains: 
Could Dusty have rallied to defeat 
Flair? Certainly we've seen “The 
American Dream” stage all kinds of 
comebacks in the past in dozens of 
matches. And one must consider the 
clear victory that Rhodes holds over 
Flair- in the April 30 “Lords of the 
Ring” card in Miami’s Orange Bowl. 

Was the match stopped too soon? 
We don’t want to second-guess ref- 
eree Joe Frazier either; that decision 
is up the NWA. Oo 
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Press Conference 
(Continued from page 12) 


Despite referee Dick Kroll’s protest, Precious walks off with the AWA belt following a match 
between Martel and Jim Garvin (above). Rick grabs Bockwinkel by the arm and whips him into the 
turnbuckles (below). 


the ability he has, for his knowledge of 
scientific wrestling. Let’s face it, he is a 
great wrestler. But all too often he will 
bend the rules, he will disqualify him- 
self to save his title. | despise that. And 
then there are champions who are 
worried about the fans more than they 
are about their wrestling inside the 
ring. 

APTER: You've been described as a 
“blue-collar champion.” Do you 
think that’s = an —_ appropriate 
characterization? 

MARTEL: Blue-collar?: Maybe. | know 
I’m the kind of wrestler who worries 
more about my wrestling than about 
my visibility in the rock ‘n’ roll world, 
or at fancy nightclubs, or anything like 
that. | like to think of myself as a 
working champion, because that’s 
what | do, I’m out there every night 
working, working, working. Wrestling 
is a tough life, but | love it, and | want 
to be the best | can possibly be. That 


takes a lot of work. 

ELLNER: Lately, a lot of your work 
has had to do with one Mr. Jim Gar- 
vin. Do you think Garvin is capable 
of winning the title from you? 
MARTEL: Good question. I’m tempted 
to say that anyone is capable of taking 
a title from any champion on any giv- 
en night; that’s the nature of profes- 
sional wrestling. It’s a cliche, maybe, 
but it’s true. With Garvin, though, | 
think the problem is more complex. | 
have to be worried about a lot more 
than simply his wrestling abilities. | 
have to be worried about foreign ob- 


jects, | have to be worried about a |’ 


severe and dangerous level of rule 
breaking, and | have to be worried 
about attacks from behind from that 
valet of his, Precious. 
ELLNER: There’s also another thing 
you have to be worried about. 
MARTEL: What's that? 
ELLNER: You have to be worried 
about the psychological warfare that 
Garvin is waging. 
PETERS: That's right. This is really a 
war being fought on two fronts, isn’t 
it? It's being fought in the ring, and 
it's being fought out of the ring and 
in interviews. 
MARTEL: You know, I’m glad you 
brought this up, because I’m really be- 
ginning to get fed up with a lot of the 
stuff I’m hearing about me and Gar- 
vin. In one story, | read where there 
were rumors | would trade the AWA 
World title for Garvin’s valet. Now 
that’s ridiculous! In the first place, | 
wouldn't trade the title for anyone or 
anything, and in the second place, | 
wouldn't trade a useless pair of tat- 
tered wrestling trunks for that bimbo. 
APTER: \'ve never heard you talk like 
this before, Rick! 
MARTEL: Well, I’ve never had to deal 
with someone like Garvin and Pre 
cious before. | don’t like what Garvin's 
doing. | don’t like it one bit. And 1 
want to say, right now so that all the 
readers of your magazines can know 
for sure, that any fan reading some- 
thing in a magazine that Garvin has to 
say, or listening to something that Gar- 
vin has to say on television—well, take 
(Continued on page 50) 
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Press Conference 
(Continued from page 49) 


it with a few thousand grains of salt. 
Garvin’s about as trustworthy and 
honest in what he says as he is trust- 
worthy and honest in the ring, and 
you all know what that’s like. 
PETERS: What do you think it will 
take to finally get Garvin out of your 
hair? 

MARTEL: | don’t know. How many 
times do | have to beat him? How 
many times do | have to put up with 
attacks from his valet? | don’t know 
what it will take, Craig. Maybe I'll 


Frustrated by Garvin’s frequent strolls from the 
ring, Rick grabs hold of his challenger and won't 
let him get away. 


have to pin him clean in the middle of 
the ring half a dozen times. Maybe I'll 
have to have a match with him where 
his valet is locked in a cage so she 
can’t interfere. You know, these things 
can get out of hand, and that’s why 
I’m against having valets in principle, 
because you have to go to extreme 
measures, like locking her inside a 
cage or something, in order to get a 
fair one-on-one match where you 
know there won't be any interference. 
ELLNER: Maybe you should get a va- 
let of your own! 

MARTEL: Now there’s an idea. | won- 
der how Garvin would like it if he got 
a taste of his own medicine! But | 
don’t think so, Eddie. | have my own 
way of doing things, and I'll have to 
take care of Garvin in my own way. It 
may take some time, but I'll do it. 
That’s a promise. O 


is iy =. .% 7 
haired and blue-eyed, born and raised 
in Venice Beach, California, Hogan 
seems to have been lifted right from a 
Beach Boys single. To a man whose 
life is contained within the spartan: 
boundaries of communistic life, Nikolai 
Volkoff is understandably resentful of a 
man of Hogan’s wealth, attraction, and 
fame. 

As WWF champion, Hogan must 
fight whomever the promoter man- 
dates. When the opponent is Volkoff, 
however, the Hulk is unusually agitat- 
ed, his face becoming a crimson mask 
of adrenaline. Hogan’s determination 
comes as little surprise to wrestling 
experts. 

‘T don’t understand people’s sur- 
prised reactions,” said veteran wrestling 
columnist Matt Brock. “Hulk Hogan's 
commitment to excellence is legendary. 
That he would pick up the cause of 
patriotism shouldn’t surprise anyone. 
As champion, he understands the im- 
portance of maintaining the American 
system of life, as an American his na- 
tional pride is certainly wounded by 
the antics of foreign animals like 
Volkoff.” 

It hasn’t been easy on Hogan. As 
champion, the Hulkster often fights six 
times a week, taking on a variety of 
challengers, each with a different style. 
Wrestling Big John Studd one night, 
Paul Orndorff the next, and Roddy 


HOGAN-VOLK OFF 


(Continued from page 45) 


It’s brute strength against brute strength as Vol- 
koff tries to pin the WWF champion (above). 
Hogan, saluting the fans with his championship 
belt, knows that a victory over Volkoff means 
more to America than a victory over just about 
any other wrestler (below). 


fresh Nikolai Volkoff on the fourth 
night requires superhuman effort and 
strength. So far, Hulk Hogan has been 
up to the task, although in his latest 
match against Volkoff, the outcome 
swung precariously back and forth be- 


Piper after that, and then taking on a. 


tween champion and challenger. 

Volkoff battered Hogan throughout 
the match, weakening the champ with 
a series of backbreakers, bearhugs, and 
bodyslams. At times, Volkoff treated 
Hogan with actual contempt, mocking 
and taunting him as he battered him 
across the ring. Hogan’s schedule, the 
physical demands of defending his belt, 
the emotional demands of satisfying his 
legions of fans, and the psychological 
demands of filling Sgt Slaughter’s 
boots seemed to have finally caught up 
with him. As Volkoff treated him as a 
child treats a wom rag doll, Hogan’s 
year-long title reign seemed in real 
jeopardy. 

Then, as if everyone had to be re- 
minded again, Hulk-a-mania asserted. 
itself. Hogan threw off the shackles of 
fatigue, puffed out his chest, and blew 
Volkoff half way back to the Ukraine. 
In short order, Hogan rifled a stunning 
forearm to Volkoffs head, picked up 
the 345-pound Russian, hurled him to 
the canvas, and plied into the prone 
Volkoff with a flying elbowsmash to set 
up the victory. 

Afterward, Hogan paraded around 
the ring, muscles flexing, his belt held 
proudly above his head. But this match 
was worth far more than the WWF 
championship. And judging by the 
look on the Hulk’s face, he seemed to 
know that. is] 
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PAUL ELLERING 


(Continued from page 15) 


kick that he uses as a mainstay of 
his wrestling style. 
So to bring this in perspective to 


my match in The Omni: Brad Arm- © 


strong was hoplessly overmatched 
before he even stepped into the 
ring. There was no way he could 
have hoped to combat my raw phys- 
ical strength or my superior strategic 
intellect. 

Indeed, | unleashed a veritable 
cornucopia of moves and maneuvers 
against Armstrong. Strength holds 
such as headlocks, armlocks, and 
chinlocks that he had no chance of 
powering out of. More elegant ma- 
neuvers such as the corckscrew 
neckbreaker and the piledriver, ma- 
neuvers that sapped his strength and 
will to continue. And Armstrong lost 
the match. That much was evident 
to the thousands of fans assembled 
in The Omni, if not to the referee, 
who could have counted to six as | 
pinned Armstrong’s shoulders to the 
mat, yet who counted to three in the 
space of a single second when Arm- 
strong made what was obviously an 
unsuccessful pin attempt. 

But there were implications sug- 
gested by that match that | have 
pondered for weeks, implications 
that in turn suggest possible courses 
of action that could alter the entire 
face of professional wrestling in the 
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Armstrong assumes a brief advantage (above 
left), but for the most part it was Ellering’s 
night, Precious Paul, running Brad across the 
ring (above right), claims to be of championship 
caliber, but only lacks a manager of his own 
quality. For now, Ellering is quite content to 
manage the AWA World tag team champion 
Road Warriors and wrestle on a part-time basis. 


years to come. 

For example, did you know that | 
could capture the AWA or NWA 
World titles? | have the skill. | have 
the ability. And if | had a manager 
like me, I'd be champion. 

But that is the key, you see. And | 
want to state this fact about profes- 
sional wrestling management so that 
all of you intellectual aphids realize 
and understand that there is more to 
managing than simply accompanying 
your wrestler to the ring. 

Managing involves business deci- 
sions, and above all else | am a busi- 
nessman. My stock portfolio is val- 
ued in the tens of millions of dollars. 
And when | manage a championship 
team such as the AWA World tag 
team champion Road Warriors, | 
have certain responsibilities to the 
team. Responsibilities that involve 
both fiscal and strategic decisions. 

Those responsibilities take up a lot 
of time. There are many days when | 
spend 16 hours in my office plan- 
ning future title defenses for the 
Warriors, shifting financial interests, 


and in general working toward 
building a solid foundation today so 
that The Legion of Doom can enjoy 
a solid future tomorrow. 

Now | am not averse to stepping 
into the ring and teaching a lesson 
to someone like Brad Armstrong. | 
hope that he paid close attention to 
Professor Precious Paul Ellering, be- 
cause lessons like | taught him are 
valuable, as well as being few and 
far between. 

But a sustained offensive on a 
world title would take a great deal of 
time and effort in order to execute it 
correctly. That is why | noted that | 
would need a manager like myself in 
order to become champion. He 
would have to assume many of the 
duties of guiding The Legion of 
Doom, under my oversight and 
guidance, of course. 

But minds like mine only come 
along once in a generation. The like- 
lihood of discovering another indi- 
vidual with a similar. mastery of both 
wrestling and Wall Street is a one in 
a million prospect. 

So until those odds are satisfied, 
the wrestling world will have to be 
content to see me enter the ring on 
rare occasions, and to continue to 
guide my Road Warriors to victory 
after victory—and to tag team wres- 
tling immortality. O 
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SLAUGHTER 


(Continued from page 43) 


across from him, McDaniel the rule- 
breaker was a different man from the 
hero most people had known for so 
long. This man was a creature of un- 
bridled hatred, consumed by a fury 
that even he only vaguely understood. 
Waning against the injustices he feels 
wrestling has bestowed upon him, Mc- 
Daniel forsook the best of himself to 
satisfy his demands for a revenge 
against wrestling and fate itself. Slaugh- 
ter knew all this and knew he could 
get as dirty as McDaniel. 

That's what scared Sgt. Slaughter 
most of all. Not too long ago, he was 
one of the most hated rulebreakers in 
the world. It took a great deal of soul- 
searching and sacrifice for him to join 
the ranks of fan favorite. It scared him 
to think about returning to the ugly 
maneuvers of his past. He also knew if 
any match could force his rage to 
dominate, this would be the one. 

The bell rang. McDaniel seemed to 
purposely wish to goad Slaughter into 
rulebreaking. Within five minutes, Mc- 
Daniel brutally executed some of the 
most savage maneuvers ever seen in a 
wrestling ring. It was a honfic display. 
While Slaughter managed to counter 
the moves effectively, the battering was 
taking its toll on the man. Though 
physically his body must have been 
screaming in pain, that wasn’t where 
Slaughter’s real agony lay. The old 
rage was welling up inside him, de- 
manding to be let loose. Everything 
MeDaniel did was designed to goad the 
rage further. 

Finally, the rage took over. Slaugh- 
ter and McDaniel battled in a furious 
exchange of savage tactics. It was an 
ugly match to watch. A great wrestling 
match is an intense and intimate physi- 
cal argument. This was an exchange of 
physical insults meant to wound. After 
10 minutes, it became obvious there 
could be no winner to this sickening 
confrontation. 

Justly, the match ended in a double- 
disqualification. When Slaughter left 
the ring, he looked heartbroken. 
Strangely enough, so did McDaniel. 


Te 


Though blood is flowing into his eyes, McDaniel can still see the mighty right hand of Sgt. Slaughter 
about to reach his head (above), Slaughter pulls Wahoo out of the ring, where he will inflict more 


punishment (below). The match would ultimately be ruled a double-disqualification. 


Weeks later, McDaniel announced 
he was going to Florida. Days before, 
he’d lost his U.S. title to Magnum T.A. 
in a match most fans thought Wahoo 


wrestled in lacklusterly. His heart 
wasn’t in it. When he made his an- 
nouncement that he was going to Flor- 
ida, he also wanted it known he 
wished to once again try to become a 
fan favorite. Though he didn’t say so, 
many people believe the ugliness and 
horror of his match against Sgt 
Slaughter forced Wahoo to confront 


the man he had become. What he saw 
he hated. 

When Sgt. Slaughter heard of Wa- 
hoo’s transformation, he was elated. 
“fm also relieved,” he admitted, “that 
something decent came of that horrible 
match. I don’t think I've ever been so 
ashamed of any battle in my life. Yet 
from it sprang my greatest achieve- 
ment: I straightened out Wahoo Mc- 
Daniel. It's nice to know something so 
good could come from something so 
bad.” | 
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Rhodes-Piper 


(Continued from page 27) 


Dusty Rhodes can see I’m suc- 
ceeding. | have more money than 
any other wrestler. | have more 
victories. | have wrestlers to bat- 
tle for me. | don’t have to strain 
myself, | don’t have to waste my 
energy. | prepare. | examine all 
the options. | emerge from the 
ring victorious. That’s why | con- 
trol Georgia wrestling. Everyone 
says I’m the most important per- 
son in Georgia wrestling—more 
important than the champion, 
the referee, the commissioners. 
They’re right. | am! 

“| welcome a challenge from 
Dusty Rhodes, It’s the only way | 
can drive him out of wrestling 
once and for all. In fact, I’ve 
already got him another job. I’ve 
already sold him to a tugboat 
captain to use as a barge.” 

It came as no surprise when 


Roddy Piper put a $5,000 bounty 
on Rhodes. He also took every 
opportunity he had to wrestle 
Dusty. The matches were ugly, 
brutal, and little or nothing to do 
with any civilized concept of 
sport. These were brawls intend- 
ed to cripple. In a twisted way, it 
is a credit to both men that they 
survived these encounters, 

At least, they’ve survived so far. 
Piper is still the controlling influ- 
ence on Georgia wrestling. He 
seems able to call the shots, 
maneuver the matches, and 
order about a corps of renegade 
grapplers. It has been a brilliant 
and seemingly successful cam- 
paign. At his present rate, by this 
time next year, Roddy Piper 


should be the czar of Georgia 
professional wrestling. Any scien- 
tific grappler would be smart to 


leave the area. One shudders to PREMIUM 
consider the fate of any scientific 
wrestler more brave than smart. 

The only person who can put a BACK ISSUES 
stop to Piper’s dreams of empire 
is Dusty Rhodes. The odds are WRESTLER ANNUAL & 


against him. Piper has done too 


well to be stopped by anyone less PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
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So once again, Dusty Rhodes 
rides to the rescue. But this is life, 
not a Hollywood western. Dusty 
knows better than anyone that 
come sundown, the agony of his 
battered body might be telling 
him why he failed forkeeps. 
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Piper’s mouth drops open from the 
pain of Rhodes’ armtuist. Dusty’s 
goal, of course, is to shut Piper’s 
mouth. And he feels the best way todo 
that is to beat him so badly, he will 
depart in embarrassment. 
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Introduction 


(Continued from page 6) 


that have gone on in professional 
wrestling over the past three years. 
Imagine this match taking place 
today! 

When our May 1985 issue report- 
ed on “Kerry Von Erich & Billy Jack 
Haynes: The Dream Team For Wres- - 
tling May Be A Nightmare For The 
Von Erichs!” (page 28), there was se- 
rious speculation that Kerry and Billy 
would be forming a permanent tag 
team. There was also speculation 
that should that have happened, 
Kevin and Mike Von Erich would 
have found themselves living in 
Billy's shadow, and serious trouble 
would have erupted in the World 
Class area. Thankfully, that trouble 
within wrestling’s first family never 
developed. 


Barry Windham (then known as Blackjack Mul- 
ligan Jr.) rocks John Studd with a right cross. 
Speaking of families, there seems 
to be no family in wrestling closer 
than the Mulligans—or the Wind- 
hams, depending on which name 
you choose! Fans are familiar with 
the fact that Barry Windham is Black- 
jack Mulligan’s son, but they may 
not be familiar with the fact that at 
one time Barry actually wanted his 
father to become a_rulebreaker. 
“Blackjack Mulligan Jr.'s Own Story: 
(Continued on page 60) 
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September 1979/Cover story: Flair-Mc- 
Daniel. PLUS: Garvin, Ladd, Rhodes, 
February 1980/Cover story: Rhodes- 
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May 1980/Cover stories: Koloff-Ander- 
son, Brody-Spoiler. PLUS: Graham, 
Andre, 
June 1980/Cover stories: Graham, 
Patera. PLUS: Rhodes, Lawler, Zbyszko. 
July 1980/Cover story: Bruno-Graham. 
PLUS: Samoans, Star Wars 1980. 
October 1980/Cover story: Hogan. 
PLUS: Flair, Wrestling II, Super D. 
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June 1981/Cover stories: Morales-Khan, 
PLUS: Lawler, Slater, Piper. 
August 1981/Cover story: Freebirds. 
PLUS: Mascaras, Wrestling II, Brisco. 
mber 1981/Cover story: Back- 
ret Moses PLUS: Freebird, Flair, 
Rich, Junkyard Dog. 
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October 1981/Cover stories: Rich-Race, 
Hogan-Hansen, PLUS: Moondogs, Free- 
birds, Putski-Koloff. 

November 1981/Cover story: Rhodes- 
DiBiase. PLUS: Steamboat, Mulligan, 
McDaniel, Spoiler. 

December 1981/Cover story: Muraco- 
Morales. PLUS: Patera, Steele, Andre. 
March 1982/Cover stories: Valentine, 
Brisco-Funk. PLUS: Steele, Flair, Hayes. 
April 1982/Cover stories: Spoiler, idol- 
Hayes. PLUS: Morales, Super D, Ladd. 
May 1982/Cover story: Rich-Fiair. 

PLUS: Backlund, Superstar, Dillon, 
Wrestling Il. : 

June 1982/Cover stories: Tommy Rich, 
Jimmy Snuka. PLUS: Wrestlers rate 
each other. 

July 1982/Cover stories: Steamboat- 
Idol, Albano. PLUS: Rhodes, Patera. 
August 1982/Cover stories: Piper-Rich, 
Flair-Slater. PLUS: Rhodes, Valentine, 
Bockwinkel. 


September 1982/Cover stories: Von 
Erich, Bockwinkel. PLUS: Mascaras, 
Hansen, Rhodes, Blassie. 

October 1982/Cover story: Funk-Abdul- 
lah, PLUS: Orton, Kabuki, Von Erich. 
November 1982/Cover story: Piper. 
PLUS: Abdullah, Saito, Von Erich. 
December 1982/Cover stories: Back- 
lund-Rose, Rhodes-Flair. PLUS: Albano, 
Humperdink. 

January 1983/Cover stories; Rich, Mc- 
Daniel-Valentine. PLUS: Patera, Brisco, 
Bockwinkel. 

February 1983/Cover stories: Flair- 
Race, Morales-Rose. PLUS: Patera, Bra- 
vo, Spoiler, 

March 1983/Cover stories: Flair-Bass, 
Snuka. PLUS: Sullivan, Steamboat. 
April 1983/Cover stories: Backlund-Gra- 
ham, Briscos. PLUS: Rhodes, Hogan. 
May 1983/Cover story: Muraco, PLUS: 
Dillon, Sullivan, Reed, Brisco. 

June 1983/Cover stories: Piper, Bock- 
winkel-Patterson. PLUS: Brody, Sullivan. 
July 1983/Cover story: Valiant-Humper- 
dink, PLUS: Martel, Hernandez, Mur- 
doch, Armstrong. 
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February 1984/Cover stories: Rich-Saw- 
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March 1984/Cover story: Starrcade '83 
featuring Flair, Steamboat & Young- 
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July 1984/Cover stories: Flair-Gordy. 
PLUS: Duggan, Blanchard, Brisco, AWA 
Tag team tournament. 


August 1984/Cover stories: Rich & Gil- 
bert, Adams-Hayes. PLUS: Zbyszko, 
Von Erich, The Faces Of Wrestling. 
September 1984/Cover stories: Flair- 
Steamboat, Freebirds-Von Erichs—Spe- 
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November 1984/Cover story: Von Erich 
& Billy Jack. PLUS: Andre, Fabulous 
Ones, The Summer Wars! 
December 1984/Cover stories: Rich-Gil- 
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blood, World Class action weekend. 
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February 1985/Cover stories: Sullivan- 
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November 1985/Cover stories: Free- 
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‘0 vs. Martel. PLUS: Youngblood, 
Murdoch, Dillon, fiendish faces. 


seta i ate | 


For all orders except the United States and Canada you MUST ADD one dollar (U.S.) for every back issue ordered for 


boat mail. and two dollars (U.S.) for every back issue sent by air mail 


Cl MAR 1978 [JUNE 1982 >] MAY 1984 | 
| AUG 1979.  [IJULY1982 7) JUNE 1984 ie ane ONLY [ 

CISEPT1979 [lAUG1982 [| JULY 1984 fey 
| EreBiec0 CiSeer'en2 AUG 96 Rockville Centre, NY 11571 $3.00 EACH j | 
| Spr 1980 [)OcT1982 (SEPT 1984 ’ i 
| May 1980 CNOV1982. = -)'OCcT 1984 

MJUNE1980 [IDEC1982 (| NOV 1984 Please send me the back issues I've checked, Allow 34 weeks for delivery. | 

c 2 JAN 1983 5 
| o Scranee. 2 FEB 1983 Oo a Aone Number of Magazines Ordered: Amount Enclosed: $ | 
lo JAN 1981 OMAR1983. --) FEB 1985 | 
| (MAR 1981 1 APR 1983 7 MAR 1985 PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY | 

CAPR 1981 [MAY 1983) APR 1985 
| GuuNE1981 [JUNE 1983 >) MAY 1985 Nate | 
| 1 AUG 1981 [) JULY 1983 [) JUNE 1985 

CLSEPT 1981 [OCT1983 [JULY 1985 | 
| Cocti981  CNOV1983 [AUG 1985 Address Apt. 
| 7 NOV 1981 [1DEC1983 = SEPT 1985 

[DEC 1981 (JAN 1984 [OCT 1985 City | 
| “mar 1982 1 FEB1984 [NOV 1985 

[1 APR 1982 [1MAR 1984 =>), DEC 1985 : | 
I may 1982 CAPR 1984 State =. Zip i 
| Do Not Order Any Issue No! Listed. Do Not Send Coins | 

J 


BEST BY MAIL 


Rates: Write National, Box 5, Sarasota, FL 33578 


SHOP BY MAIL 


FIREWORKS-Wholesalers Catal 1, 1 .00. China Importers, 
Box 347212(VS), Parma, OH 441 


VIDEO Movies! Your favorites. VHS, sae LaserVision. $3.00. 
Catalog (Refundable): Mountain Video, Box 2025(NM), Stone 
Mountain, GA 30086 a) 
FIREWORKS Wholesale. Catalog $1.00. Great Lakes, Box 
5324(VS), Cleveland, OH 4410 
MAILING STS 

FREE MAILING list consultation. Details: GOC(AK1), Box 
1107, Stuart, FL 33494. (305)334-5205. (800)554-5478. 

OF INTEREST TO ALL 
MUSCLES! New discovery builds muscle fast! No ere 
necessary, Guaranteed! Free Details. VRT, Box 93026, Dept. 
NM9-85, Milwaukee, WI 53202 


COLLEGE ‘Sports | Scholarships Available. 50 sports (M/F). 
Learn how you can uel Write: Academic Assistance, Box 
5008(A72AQ), San Ramon, CA 94583 


TROUBLED? God can provide the answer! Instructions 
$1.00. Father Brown, PO Box 228, Willows, CA 95988 


EARN DEGREE. Associate-Doctorate. First semester free. Box 
8314(V), San Antonio, TX 78208. Catalog $1.00 


RID YOURSELF of mice, rats, roaches. FREE valuable report. 
DML Manufacturing, Box 9, Westfield, MA 01086 _ 


PERSONALIZED Bumperstickers. V Weill print what y you want. 
$2.75. Gary Cinque, 110 Dalor Court, Woodbury, NY 11797 


HAVE an Invention? Need Help? ? Call AIM for Free informa- 
tion Kit. Toll Free 1-800-628-2900. 

THE TRUTH About Chcletianity! Nicholas Carter, Box 1420, 
Lawndale, CA 90260 

SAVE on food, clothing, ener, 
Reports, P.O. Box 544, Stone 


y. For list of reports send to: 
jountain, GA 86 

UNITI 
EARN $200.00 Weekly Mailing Circulars. Senoff Enterprises, 
VS, 1589 Albion, Rexdale, Ontario M9V 186. Enclose a self- 
addressed envelope. 


AMAZING Profits Wholesaling Gifts. Free Details. GCW, PO 
Box 1159, Miami, FL 33152 


$500.00 WEEKLY possible mailing our burglar alarm adver- 
pe bie| RBM Merchandising, Box 59314, Chicago, IL 


EARN Big Money Selling Over 2000 Specialty Products. 
Lowest wholesale prices. Free details. PTL International, P.O. 
Box 760483(VS), Dallas, TX 75376 


SELL Books by mail! Free catalog, details. Reid, Box 5(V 5(VS), 
Albert Lea, MN 56007 


LOOKING For independence? Book "999 Little Known 
Businesses”’, $10. Sharp, 7 Prospect Ct., Brookfield, CT 06804 


B.S. SUCCESS send #10 SASE, Box 1021, MA 01601 


WIN CASH 


Enter exciting wordsearch contests. Send for 
free monthly publication with details and en- 
try forms. 
WINNERS CIRCLE CONTESTS 
P.O. Box 7035( vs), Greensboro, NC 27417 


JOGGER’S PEDOMETER 


First pedometer de- 


SES signed specifically for 
joggers. Accurately registers 
distance in miles and tenths 
of miles. up to 100 
miles. Features easy-to-use 
digital readout. Has stride 


adjustment for own stride. Instant reset but- 
ton. Has clip for attachment to shorts or jogg- 
ing suit. Only $19.95 postpaid. You must be 
pleased or return within 30 days for im- 
mediate refund. Send check or money order 


today to: 
BODY GUARD 
Dept. V, P.O. Box 1163 
Massillon, OH 44648 


PHOTO ID 


IN FULL COLOR - SEALED IN PLASTIC 
a Fil Good in all States and Canada 
rae —FREE BIRTH CERTIFICATE — 
Fast Service * Moneyback Guaranteo 
SEND $6.00, Name, Address, Sex, 
Height, Weight, Color Hair, Eyes 
& Small Photo. 


CARDINAL PUBLISHING, DEPT.405 
2071 Emerson, Box $200 + Jacksonville, FL 32207 


PHOTO ID 


——— 
Biren 6 
Cree wn eat 


American 
Red Cross 


60 


Introduction 
(Continued from page 58) 


Precious Paul Ellering and The Road Warriors leave the ring after a successful defense of the AWA 
title. Read about the match that first netted them that prestigious title, beginning on page 39. 


‘| Begged My Father To Turn Bad!’ ” 
(page 32) will recount a situation that 
is as shocking today to look back on 
as it was when it was first presented 
in our June 1982 edition. 

The Road Warriors have become 
the most potent force on the tag 
team wrestling scene, and one of the 
truly significant days in their careers 
was when they won the AWA World 
tag team title from Crusher and Bar- 
on Von Raschke. First presented in 
our January 1985 issue, “Awesome 
Destruction: The Road Warriors Pow- 
er To Their First World Title!” (page 
39) aptly recounts the glory and cele- 
bration of that very significant day. 

Sgt. Slaughter has built his career 
on defending the rights of America, 
but one of his greatest days came 
when he forced the turnaround in 
attitude of a native American, Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Originally presented 
in our August 1985 issue, “Sgt. 
Slaughter’s Proudest Achievement: ‘I 
Straightened Out Wahoo McDan- 
iel!’ ” (page 42) fills you in on all the 
details of this remarkable and impor- 
‘tant accomplishment. 

In the June 1985 PW, we printed 
a story that examined “Hulk Hogan 


vs. Nikolai Volkoff: Exclusive Cover- 
age Of The Hulkster’s Toughest Title 
Match” (page 44). In retrospect, Vol- 
koff might well have made a grave 
error: Had he continued his cam- 
paign against Hogan, he might today 
be the WWF World heavyweight 
champion. 

Also in this issue you'll find a “Rat- 
ings Analysis” (page 65) that rates va- 
lets and announcers, two pages of 
“Official Wrestling Ratings” (page 
66), two pages of your mail in “The 
Last Word” (page 68), and a roundup 
of the latest news in wrestling as of 
press time in “Ringside: Update” 
(page 70). 

Of course, we're sure you'll enjoy 
the four full-color pinups of Rick 
Steamboat, Gino Hernandez, Sgt. 
Slaughter, and Magnum T.A. They're 
sure to be the highlight of any bulle- 
tin board or poster collection! 

We're hoping that you'll enjoy this 
issue of PWI Annual, and that you'll 
come back in three months when 
the Summer 1986 Pro Wrestling Illus- 
trated Annual goes on sale. 

Oh, and by the way—happy holi- 
days, and a very, very happy new 
year! O 
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The knife that 
has everything for the 
man who has 
everything 


®Fish scaler @Hook 
remover eScissors 
®Smail blade 
®Bottle openere2 
screwdriverseKey 
ring ®Corkscrew 
@Awi@Reamer 
®Nail file@Large 
blade® Wood saw 
®Can opener 
®inch/mm measure 
eWire stripper 
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DEER CREEK PRODUCTS, INC., Dept. A24 
P.O. Box 754, Pompano Beach, FL 33061 
Please send _ Swiss Army style knives at $7.45 
for one; $13.50 for 2 and $6.50 for each additional 
one. | am adding $1.00 for postage and handling 
regardless of the number of knives | order. 


MONEY-BACK 
GUARANTEE 


Compare the number of useful blades, Compare the kind 
of elements contained in this multi-use wonder. You've 
seen knives with fewer tHan 1/3 the elements selling as 
high as twice the original pre-discount price. It's a special 
import, made by overseas craftsmen and brought to you 
at a price that represents a discount of at least 50%. It's 
truly the chance of a lifetime to own a treasure you'll 
cherish for a lifetime, Carry it in your pocket. Keep it in 
your workshop, your tackle box, your boat, your glove 


compartment. It'll come in handy any number of times. ' Name 
Buy more than one for yourself and for gift-giving forany ; Address 
occasion. The more you buy the more you save. But, take F 
our tip and order now, Our supply won'tlastforever. , City —— 
State Zip 
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times as big, hundreds of 
yards away, clearly, brightly! Z 


"MICROSCOPE <i. J 


for examining objects fabrics & 2 
etc., 25 times their actual size i 
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SPYSCOPE 


A precision instrument that 
does double duty in a com- 
pact, lightweight and incon- 


Start Instantly to Give you Sledge Hammer 
Striking Power and Strength. “Hammer Fists’ 


weighted arm builders buckle on your wrists so you pee rer pores ran tcl 
can wear them anytime at work or play those frequent ts 
Reinforce Your Power. Build Your Strength. when you have to see far or 
Silently, without any special effort, hour by hour, day examine closely. Scientifi- 
by day your arms grow to new fearsome, sledge cally matched, finely ground 
hammer, power. Just wearing “Hammer Fists’ give lenses. Comes in handy for 
you the proud masculine feeling that says ““! can take everyday use and perfect as 


care of myself.” 


a gift for students, scientists, 


WARNING “Hammer Fists’ are intended only to im- 

prove the strength of the arms. They should not be 

worn during any fight, martial arts, boxing or physical 
contact sports. The weight added to the arm increases 

the danger of serious injury to an opponent. 

Order “Hammer Fists’’ power packed weighted 
wristband. Use for 10 days, If you don’t see im- | 
mediate and growing improvements in the size and 


businessmen, everyone! 
Marvelously useful. Specially 
low priced. Order now! Get 
yours fast! 
DEER CREEK PRODUCTS 
P.O. BOX 754, Dept. A25 
POMPANO BCH, FL 33061 


\ 

{ 

| t ( 
strength of your arms; if you don’t instantly feel more ; a ! 
jowerful, more masculine, more capable, more ID) ese eee Me Pockel Spy Scopes at$3.79 plus} 
earless—You can return it for refund of the full pur- TR cakes ef ek ot he eh al aaa ale: ll 
chase price. Send just $4.98 plus 75¢ shipping for i Aeon ae ooh eS i 
one. ($8.98 plus $1.50 shipping for two). | Name 1 
“Hammer Fist” Dept. 26413 yar . 
P.O. Box 1164, Bellmore, N.Y. 11710 A ie ; 
1! City { 
\ ! 

si 

' tate Zp = I 
i —aA 


62 


A ——a 
for seeing distant objects 5 CF ‘i a 
eo y \ 


Ringside Update 


(Continued from page 70) 


While we are gone—and | hope | 
am speaking clearly enough for 
every birdbrain in the country to 
understand—while we are gone, | 
suggest that Michael Hayes dis- 
cover religion, move to the Kiwi 
Islands, and become a mission- 
ary. Because Animal and | are not 
fooling around this time. We are 
the World tag team champions. 
We do not take to other people 
interfering in our livelihoods. 
“Garvin and Regal are worms. 
They shall be stormed over. Any- 
one who thinks those two could 
even make us breathe hard is 
drunk. Our problem is not with 
them. Our problem is The Free- 
birds, and our problem now be- 
comes their problem. The entire 
wrestling world can do without 
those long-haired freaks. We are 
just trying to figure out which 


limbs of theirs to break.” 
Warriors’ manager Precious 


Paul Ellering delivered this omi- 
nous warning to all "Bird watch- 
ers: “The Freebirds are now offi- 
cially an endangered species. 
After my team and | return from 
Japan, we will sit for a week in 
my basement and plan what our 
modus operandi will be. Let me 
make this perfectly clear: The 
Freebirds will be put out of wres- 
tling. Anyone familiar with The 
Road Warriors knows that this is 
not an idle boast. We have the 
ability to put anyone at anytime 
into the hospital, but we have 
shown compassion. In the case of 
these Freebirds, we have mis- 
placed our compassion. They are 
facing rigor mortis.” 


' UPDATE: 
DALLAS, TEXAS 
Mike Von Erich, looking gaunt 
and pale but walking under his 
own power, was greeted by a 
rousing standing ovation by his 
fans when he appeared at the re- 
cent Cotton Bowl show in Dallas. 


Von Erich, whose miraculous 
recovery from toxic shock syn- 
drome stood the medical world on 
its ear, spoke to the crowd of 
25,000-plus, saying that, he was 
“grateful for all the attention, all 
the concern, and all the prayers,” 
and that “without everyone’s help 
he couldn't have made it.” 

Although his weight had report- 
edly dropped to 140 pounds, Von 
Erich promised everyone that he 


would be back in the ring in the. 


near future. ‘I’m determined now 
more than ever to return and suc: 
ceed in the ring,” he said, fighting 


Mike Von Erich, who weighed only about 140 
pounds following his remarkable recovery from 
toxic shock syndrome, poses at the Cotton Bowl. 


back tears. ‘With so many good 
people behind me, there is no 
way | can fail.” 

Von Erich’s recovery was en- 
hanced moments later when his 
brothers defeated their hated ri- 
vals Gino Hernandez and Chris 
Adams in a hair vs. hair match. 
As he watched Kerry and Kevin 
shave the their beaten opponents 
bald, Mike Von Erich said, ‘‘! miss 
it SO much, so very, very much. 
I’m going to work harder than | 
ever have. I'll be back. I’ll be back 
and better than ever.” a) 


WRESTLING USA 


WRESTLING USA, our biggest magazine (more than 80 pages, in- 
cluding a FULL-COLOR section) is now available to collectors and 
fans. Quantities are limited, so order yours today. 


The All-American Back Issue Offer! 
* x % ONLY $3.00 EACH * *« * 


Make check payable and send to: 


TV SPORTS ONLY $3.00 EACH 
BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
WRESTLING USA 
CISPRING 1984 OFALL 1984 CISPRING 1986 COFALL 1986 
SUMMER 1984 CIWINTER 1984 CISUMMER 1985 CIWINTER 1985 


Please send me the back issues I’ve checked. | enclose $3.00 for each issue 
I’ve ordered. 


Print your name and address clearly 
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ADDRESS 


APT#. 
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For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $1.00 for each i issue ordered for boat mail, and $2.00 for 
each issue ordered for air mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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THIS MONTH IN... 


de 


(rast 


The volcano rumbles as RICK 
STEAMBOAT takes on MAGNIFICENT 
MURACO—will this feud lead to 
uncontrollable violence? 


wy * 


As IVAN KOLOFF and KRUSHER 
KHRUSHCHEV battle THE ROCK 'N’ 
ROLL EXPRESS, we must ask: Are the 
R&Rs speeding to disaster? 


PLUS... 

Learn all about the courageous fight 
for life waged by MIKE VON ERICH 
against toxic shock syndrome... 
“Hotseat” interview with JAKE “THE 
SNAKE” ROBERTS... It’s time for 
THE ROAD WARRIORS to fire PAUL 

ELLERING...Elleringand JIM . 
CORNETTE face off ‘‘One on One” 


Allthis and much more... 
in the January 1986 issue of 
Inside Wrestling 


ON SALE NOW! 
64 


Pr 
KEVIN VON ERICH writes about 
MIKE VON ERICH’S recent battle for 
life, and presents a very personal 
view of his family’s long struggle 
with tragedy 


THE ROAD WARRIORS delight in the 
joy of sadism as they invite you to 
their smorgasbord of violence! 


PLUS... 

A spectacular FULL-COLOR 
centerfold poster of NIKITA KOLOFF 
_.. TITO SANTANA: The WWF's 
fighting champion! . . . Is THE 
BARBARIAN stronger than BUTCH 
REED? ... TERRY TAYLOR is 
interviewed on an exclusive 
“Press Conference” 


All this and much more... 
in the February 1986 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


ON SALE NOVEMBER 19 


RATINGS ANALYSIS 


This column will tell fans how we go about 


rating more than 150 wrestlers in 14 different categories. It is 
a behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans. 


A look at some unusual ratings categories: \t seemed like 
a good idea at the time, so we went ahead and did it. 
Lets take a look at two categories of ratings that normally 
would never be rated at all. , 

®@Valets: In this category we present a listing of the top 
five valets based wholly on subjective concerns. Since 
valets are generally frivolous luxuries to a wrestler, the 
criteria for rating them are also frivolous: impact on the 
sport as well as personal appearance and style count for 
much more than the won-loss record of the person they 
attend to, As with the manager category, weights and 
home towns are eliminated in favor of naming the indi- 
vidual or individuals the valet serves. Honorable men- 
tions, by the way, go to Rip Rogers’ Brenda Britton and 
Johnny Tatum’s new valet Missy. We won't even discuss 
Kevin Sullivan's women! 
VALETS 
1—BABY DOLL 

Tully Blanchard 
2—SUNSHINE 

Scott Casey, Kabuki 
3—PRECIOUS 

Jim Garvin 
4—MISS ELIZABETH 

Randy Savage 
5—MISS LINDA 
Baby Doll Exotic Adrian Street 

® Announcers: There are very good wrestling announc- 
ers and there are very bad wrestling announcers, and 
good reasons for any person being one or the other. The 
top 10 we've included here are ranked on the basis of 
several criteria. 

First and foremost of those criteria is knowledge. An 
analyst of match action should be knowledgable enough 
to recognize that a particular wrestler has various 
strengths and weaknesses, and should recognize when 
those strengths and weaknesses come into play. The an- 
nouncer should also know that the wrestler has a history 
of competition behind him. Several WWF announcers, for 
example, are notorious for ignoring the past of a wrestler 
who has just entered the region. 

Other important criteria include delivery (how smoothly 
an individual speaks on the air, and how understandable 
the words are that he is saying), analysis (tying together 
diverse elements both of a wrestler’s history and of cur- 
rent events in his career to provide a perspective on the 


individual), and objectivity (an announcer should not be 
overly partial to either popular or hated wrestlers), 
Beneath each announcer’s name we've included the 

area Or areas for which they do commentary. No distinc- 
tion is made between blow-by-blow or color commenta- 
tors, as most wrestling announcers tend to do double 
duty in this area. 
ANNOUNCERS TOP 10 
1—JESSE VENTURA 

World Wrestling Federation 
2—TONY SCHIAVONE 

World Championship Wrestling 
3—GORDON SOLIE - 

Florida & Continental areas 
4—jIM ROSS 

Mid-South Wrestling 
5—JOEL WATTS 

Mid-South Wrestling 
6—MARK LOWRENCE 

World Class Wrestling 
7—BRUNO SAMMARTINO 

World Wrestling Federation 
8—LANCE RUSSELL 

Mid-Southern Wrestling 
9—KEN RESNICK 

American Wrestling Association 
10—BILL MERCER 

World Class Wrestling 


Tony Schiavone 


Ken Resnick 


Hello, goodbye: This issue marks the first month that 
the Southwest area, also known as Continental Champi- 
onship Wrestling, has been represented in our ratings 
system. Ranked under the heading “Continental,” this 
category is now a permanent addition to our ratings 
system, replacing the “Missouri” ratings area. The num- 


’ ber one position in the Continental ratings each month 


will automatically go to the Southeast Continental cham- 
pion, who presently is Tommy Rich. By the way, from 
time to time we will continue to take a look at the 
Missouri rankings in a section of “Ratings Analysis.’ 


The address for mail: Don’t forget—we always want to 
read your comments on our ratings and on “Ratings 
Analysis.” Send them to: “Ratings Analysis” c/o Pro Wres- 
tling Illustrated Annual; Box 48, Rockville Centre, New 
York 11570. O 


(estliny 


ILLUSTRATED 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of each 
wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine’s editorial board. 


TOP10 

1—RIC FLAIR 

243, Minneapolis, MN 
2—RICK MARTEL 

236, Quebec City, Quebec 
3—HULK HOGAN 

302, Venice Beach, CA 
4—TULLY BLANCHARD 

235, SarvAntonio, TX 
5—DUSTY RHODES 

302, Austin, TX 
6—TITO SANTANA 

245, Mission, TX 
7—TERRY TAYLOR 

225, Vero Beach, FL 
8—RICK STEAMBOAT 

238, Honolulu, HI 
9—NIKITA KOLOFF 

275, Moscow, Russia 


10—MAGNUM T.A. 
245, Chesapeake, VA 


Dusty Rhodes 


TAG TEAMS 
1—THE ROAD WARRIORS 
enders to AWA World tag team title 


1 cont 
Cambie weight: 567 pounds 


2—IVAN & NIKITA KOLOFF 
NWA World tag team champions 
Combined weight: 524 pounds 


3—GREG VALENTINE & a BEEFCAKE 


WWE Wi team cham 
Combined weight: mee 


4—JIM GARVIN & STEVE REGAL 
AWA World tag team champions 
Combined weight: 473 pounds 


5—OLE & ARN ANDERSON 
National tag team champions 
Combined weight: 525 pounds 


6—AL PEREZ & WENDELL COOLEY 


Mid-South tag team champions 
Combined weight: 451 pounds 


7-— RICK MORTON & ROBERT GIBSON 
contenders to NWA tag team title 
Meinbrad weight; bay pounds 


8—CHRIS ADAMS & GINO HERNANDEZ 


World Class tag team champions 
Combined weight: 454 pounds 


9—STEVE K KEIRN & STAN LANE 
outhern tag team champions 
Combined weight: 479 pounds 


10—WAHOO McDANIEL & BILLY JACK HAYNES 


tag team cham) 
Contes weight: 505 pounds 


NWA, AWA, and WWF ratings, in addition to the regional ratings from around the country, are based on the official current 
position of challengers to the top title in each category. (Certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings). Most Popular 


and Most Hated ratings are based on nationwide surveys of wrestling fans and mail that comes to our offices. 


NWA 


World Champion: 
RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 
1—TULLY BLANCHARD 
235, San Antonio, TX 
2—DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 
3—TERRY TAYLOR 
225, Vero Beach, FL 
4—MAGNUM T.A. 
245, Chesapeake, VA 
5—RICK RUDE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 
6—NIKITA KOLOFF 
275, Moscow, Russia 
7—WAHOO McDANIEL 
260, Midland, TX 
8—BUTCH REED 
265, Kansas City, MO 
9—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 


10—HARLEY RACE 
253, Kansas City, MO 
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AWA 


World Champion: 
RICK MARTEL 
236, Quebec City, Quebec 
1—SGT, SLAUGHTER 
310, Parris Island, SC 
2—LARRY ZBYSZKO 
248, Pittsburgh, PA 
3—JIM GARVIN 
235, Tampa, FL 
4—MICHAEL HAYES 
255, Marietta, GA 
5—NICK BOCKWINKEL 
245, Beverly Hills, CA 
6—BORIS ZUKHOV 
254, Leningrad, Russia 
7—SCOTT HALL 
281, Tampa, FL 
8—GREG GAGNE 
220, Robbinsdale, MN 
9—CURT HENNIG 
235, Minneapolis, MN 


10—BUCK ZUMHOFE 
222, Hamburg, MN 


World Champion: 
HULK HOGAN 
302, Venice Beach, CA 


1—TITO SANTANA 
245, Mission, TX 


2—MAGNIFICENT MURACO 


274, Sunset Beach, HA 
3—RICK STEAMBOAT 

238, Honolulu, HI 
4—RANDY SAVAGE 

245, Sarasota, FL 
5—RODDY PIPER 

231, Scotland 
6—PAUL ORNDORFF 

253, Brandon, FL 
7—TERRY FUNK 

247, Amarillo, TX 
8—ANDRE THE GIANT 

505, Grenoble, France 
9—JUNKYARD DOG 

260, New Orleans, LA 


10—KING KONG BUNDY 
446, Atlantic City, NJ 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


1—TULLY BLANCHARD 

235, San Antonio, TX 
2—TERRY TAYLOR 

225, Vero Beach, FL 
3—DUSTY RHODES 

302, Austin, TX 
4—NIKITA KOLOFF 

275, Moscow, Russia 
5—MAGNUM T.A. 

245, Chesapeake, VA 
6—RONNIE GARVIN 

231, Montreal, Quebec 
7—JIMMY VALIANT 

251, New York, NY 
8—MANNY FERNANDEZ 

245, El Paso, TX 
9—SAM HOUSTON 

218, Waco, TX 


10—KONGA THE BARBARIAN 
265, Chicago 


Below are the ratings for the top 


surveys of wrestlers, promoters, and reporters. 


WORLD CLASS 
1—ICEMAN PARSONS 
242, St. Louis, MO 
2—BRIAN ADIDAS 
238, Denton, TX 
3—BRUISER BRODY 
284, Albuquerque, NM 
4—GINO HERNANDEZ 
224, Houston, TX 
5—KEVIN VON ERICH 
239, Denton, TX 
6—CHRIS ADAMS 
230, Stratford, England 
7—KABUKI 
252, Singapore 
8—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 
9—ONE MAN GANG 
468, Chicago, IL 
10—KILLER BROOKS 
235, Lancaster, TX 


eeu, Purge 


10—JESSE VENTURA 


270 Muscle Beach CA 


CONTINENTAL 


1—TOMMY RICH 
238, Hendersonville, TN 


2—EXOTIC ADRIAN STREET 


227, South Wales 


3—THE FLAME 
305, parts unknown 


4—JIMMY GOLDEN 
234, Montgomery, AL 


5—ROBERTO SOTO 


231, San Juan, Puerto Rico 


6—ROBERT FULLER 

238, Dyresburg, TN 
7—BRAD ARMSTRONG 

226, Marietta, GA 
8—RON FULLER 

285, Dyresburg, AL 
9—BILL ASH 

224, Paris, AK 

10—ROY WELCH 
224, Tampa, FL 


MID-SOUTH 


1—BUTCH REED 

265, Kansas City, MO 
2—HACKSAW DUGGAN 

280, Glens Falls, NY 
3—TED DiBIASE 

247, Omaha, NB 
4—JAKE ROBERTS 

243, Baton Rouge, LA 
5—HUMONGOUS 

318, parts unknown 
6—THE BARBARIAN 

316, parts unknown 
7—STEVE WILLIAMS 

295, Tulsa, OK 
8—BUZZ SAWYER 

240, St. Petersburg, FL 
9—DICK SLATER 

235, Tampa, FL 


10—DICK MURDOCH 
270, Waxahachie, TX 


NORTHWEST 
1—RICKY VAUGHN 
245, Tampa, FL 
2—MIKE MILLER 
260, Memphis, TN 
3—BOBBY JAGGERS 
265, Dunlap, KS 
4—ALEXIS SMIRNOFF 
255, Russia 
5—TIMOTHY FLOWERS 
245, New York, NY 
6—JOE SAVOLDI 
232, Parsippany, NJ 
7—STEVE SIMPSON 
220, Africa 
8—CHRIS COLT 
230, San Fransisco, CA 
9—MOONDOG MORETTI 
245, Boise, ID 


10—SCOTT DORING 
270, Minneapolis, MN 


FLORIDA 


1—WAHOO McDANIEL 

260, Midland, TX 
2—KENDELL WINDHAM 

220, Sweetwater, TX 
3—KEVIN SULLIVAN 

239, Boston, MA 
4—BILLY JACK HAYNES 

245, Portland, OR 
5—MIKE GRAHAM 

229, Tampa, FL 
6—PLAYBOY BUDDY ROSE 

245, Minneapolis, MN 
7—BOB ROOP 

273, Tampa, FL 
8—BUGSY McGRAW 

268, New York, NY 
9—JACK HART 

230, St. Petersburg, FL 


10—HECTOR GUERRERO 


243, Mexico 


MOST POPULAR 


1—HULK HOGAN 

302, Venice Beach, CA 
2—MAGNUM T.A, 

245, Chesapeake, VA 
3—DUSTY RHODES 

302, Austin, TX 
4—KERRY VON ERICH 

260, Denton, TX 
5—RICK MARTEL 

236, Quebec City, Quebec 
6—RICK STEAMBOAT 

238, Honolulu, HI 
7—TERRY TAYLOR 

225, Vero Beach, FL 
8—KEVIN VON ERICH 

239, Denton, TX 


9—SGT. SLAUGHTER 
310, Parris Island, SC 


10—TITO SANTANA 


245, Mission, TX 


For period ended October 16, 1985 


MID-SOUTHERN 

1—JERRY LAWLER 

234, Memphis, TN 
2—HARLEY RACE 

253, Kansas City, MO 
3—KOKO WARE 

229, Union City, TN 
4—MONGOLIAN STOMPER 

259, Mongolia 
5—PHIL HICKERSON 

238, Jackson, TN 
6—TARRUS BALBA 

237, Outer Mongolia 
7—BOTA 

270, Maori Islands 
8—TOJO YAMAMOTO 

230, Tokyo, Japan 
9—LORD JONATHAN BOYD 

255, Aucklund, New Zealand 

10—RIP MORGAN 
250, Auklund, New Zealand 


MOST HATED 


1—TULLY BLANCHARD 

235, San Antonio, TX 
2—RODDY PIPER 

231, Glasgow, Scotland 
3—MAGNIFICENT MURACO 

274, Sunset Beach, HI 
4—CHRIS ADAMS 

230, Stratford, England 
5—TED DiBIASE 

247, Omaha, NB 
6—NIKITA KOLOFF 

276, Moscow, Russia 
7—RICK RUDE 

246, Robbinsdale, MN 
8—RANDY SAVAGE 

245, Sarasota, FL 
9—OLE ANDERSON 

256, Minneapolis, MN 


10—GINO HERNANDEZ 
224, Houston, TX 
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THE LAST WORD 


Got a comment or point of LAST WORD 


view you wanttoshare BOX 48 
with other readers? Send ROCKVILLE CENTRE, 
your lettersto: NY 11571 


GOOD GRADES FOR SCOUTING REPORTS 
The Winter ’85 edition of Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
Annual outdid itself. The scouting report feature is 
perhaps the only real analysis available anywhere in 
any wrestling publication. Certainly we are not ever 
going to get legitimate criticism from television com- 
mentators, as these men are paid to cheerlead the 
fan favorites and condemn the rulebreakers. Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated gives its readers an objective 
analysis of wrestling, and for that reason alone it is 
the sport’s best magazine anywhere. | note further 
that the editors changed Magnum T.A.’s report, 
which originally accused him of possessing no credi- 
ble finishing maneuver and amended it to read that 
he possesses no alternate finishing maneuver. A mag- 
azine that is not afraid to admit its mistakes and 
change is a magazine that I want. | can’t wait for 

PWI's year-end issue. Keep up the great work. 
FRAZIER ST. MARKS 


New York 


Although Magnum T.A. employs a great variety of moyes and counter- 
moves, Pro Wrestling Mlustrated failed to recognize his brilliant belly-to- 
belly suplex during its original scouting report. Frazier Sit. Marks was 
pleased to see PW correct its error. 
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WRESTLING IS FUN TO WATCH 

The “I hate/I love the WWF” controversy is get- 
ting out of hand. Recent letters to (and editorials in) 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated and its sister publications 
have criticized WWF policy, promotion, announcing; 
in short, anything with a WWF label on it. 

Displaying a degree of objectivity much higher 
than most national newspapers and magazines, how- 
ever, your magazines have allowed WWF fans a 
forum to present their views. Indeed, you have even 
adhered to the will of the majority and now list Hulk 
Hogan as a world Champion (although | believe that 
the decision went against the grain of most of your 
staff). 


Uncle Ellmer and Joyce Staszko are pronounced husband and wife at a 
wedding ceremony in the ring at New Jersey’s Meadowlands Arena seen 
nationally on NBC’s Saturday Night's Main Event. 

| happen to love professional wrestling. I've been a 
fan for years. I like the WWF, the NWA, the AWA, 
and anything else I can pick up on the networks, in 
syndication, or on cable. Would I like to see Hogan 
wrestle a scientific challenger? Sure, but I'd also like 
to see Major League Baseball either put a designated 
hitter in both leagues or do away with it. I can't 
change policy in either the WWF or baseball, but | 
still watch both. 

Does Vince McMahon Jr. go overboard on the 
media hype? Of course he does. But, remember, he’s 
a businessman, and he’s cleaning up. He’s engineered 
the first network wrestling telecast in 30 years and 
raised wrestling to a point in the national conscious- 
ness. Is he any more media-conscious than “Broad- 
way” Joe Namath was in his heyday? Are his stars 
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Reader Gretchen Siebel was very insulted by a letter concerning Kamala in the Winter 1985 edition (“Feed The 
World”). Not only was the letter-writer insensitive to the plight of the starving in Ethopia, Gretchen writes, but he 


greatly underestimated the abilities of the Ugandan Giant, 


any less flamboyant than Muhammad Ali, Walt 
“Clyde” Frazier, or Reggie Jackson? If Mark Breland, 
the Olympic boxing champion, can appear in a 
Pointer Sisters video, than why can’t WWF wrestlers 
appear with Cyndi Lauper? 

So the WWF stars goof off, have pie fights, act 
ridiculous: so what? Don’t we all on occasion? In the 
ring they're all business. I've seen National Hockey 
League players joke around while playing softball for 
charity? It was a blast! 

So you don’t like Gene Okerlund. Well, I'll admit 
he’s no Gordon Solie, but he’s light years ahead of 
David Crockett, who can’t say much more than 
“Watch ‘em, Tony Schiavone, watch ‘em, watch ’em, 
watch ’em!” So Hulk Hogan only wrestles rulebreak- 
ers, is only an average scientific wrestler, and relies 
mostly on power to win matches. Well, he’s never 
intentionally disqualified himself to keep his title, like 
Ric Flair. 

The point I’m trying to make is that there is good 
and bad in every pro wrestling organization and all 
of this finger-pointing and name-calling is detrimental 
to the sport. Just because I like the New York Yan- 
kees doesn’t mean I'm going to make fun of the 
Mets’ announcers. That’s cheap, petty, and demean- 
ing. I will continue to enjoy the WWF and NWA 
regardless of their respective faults. Let's all enjoy 
professional wrestling and stop knocking the other 
guy. 

ANTHOHY G. MARSHALL 
East Northport, NY 


WANTS MORE BEEF 

I was very insulted by Sandy Stafford’s letter in the 
Winter ’85 edition of PWA, in which she described 
Kamala as a “callous, corpulent slob” and suggested 
that he be cut up into quarter-pound patties to feed 
Ethiopia. First of all, the famine in Africa is no joking 
matter and | see this Stafford as having about as 
much sensitivity as a moray eel. Second, I'm tired of 
everyone always dumping on Kamala. He is one of 
the most fearless wrestlers in the world today and 
deserves to be recognized as such. No one else 
wrestles the top contenders as often as Kamala, and 
if it weren't for his penchant for disqualification, I'm 

sure he would have a world title by now. 
GRETCHEN SIEBEL 
Rye, NY 


SPEEDY RECOVERY 

I saw Mike Von Erich make his first public appear- 
ance since his illness recently, in the Cotton Bowl, 
and although he couldn't have weighed more than 
150 pounds, we here in Texas are confident that he'll 
be back in grand Von Erich fashion before you can 
say Ewing Oil. The Von Erichs have inspired a whole 
generation of fans with their good nature and kind 
words. The reason Mike’s recovery has gone so well 
is because God watches over those who keep and 
spread the faith. | wish Mike and his family the best 

of luck and all of my love. 
KIMMY SUE JOHNSON 
Laredo, TX [J 
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UPDATE: 
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 

The WWF has suffered tremen- 
dous embarrassment by a series 
of legal entanglements involving 
its wrestlers. 

First it was Ken Patera, who, 
along with the AWA’s Mr. Saito, 
was convicted of several assault 
charges stemming from a_ fight 
with police officers. Patera is serv- 
ing between six months and two 
years, ._ depending upon his 
behavior. 

Next to appear on the court cal- 
endar was The Iron Sheik, who 
was convicted of third-degree as- 
sault for throwing a chair at a 
Wanaque, New Jersey, man fol- 
lowing a match at West Milford 
High School. The Sheik’s appeal 
for entrance into the Passaic 
County pretrial intervention pro- 
gram had been denied before the 
start of the trial. 

Finally, there is the incident that 
occurred recently in Pittsburgh. 
The Pennsylvania Athletic Com- 
mission has suspended Paul Orn- 
dorff and Cowboy Bob Orton for 
their “unprofessional’” conduct 
during a recent match at the Civic 
Arena. Orndorff threw five steel 
chairs into the ring where officials 
were standing, and Orton tossed 
a 14-foot wooden plank into the 
ring, said commisioner Richard 
Baer. Although no criminal 
charges were filed against the two 
men, Officials let it be known that 
in the future such activity would 
prompt police action. 
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The Iron Sheik was convicted of third-degree assault for throwing a chair at a New Jersey fan. The 


RINGSIDE 


- Update 


With Bill Apter 


Sheik received a fair trial, as guaranteed by the U.S, Constitution. 


UPDATE: 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 

Coming off their controversial 
match in St. Paul, where they lost 
the AWA belts to the duo of Steve 
Regal and Jim Garvin, The Road 
Warriors prepared for an extend- 
ed tour of Japan and plotted their 
revenge against The Freebirds, 


the team they hold accountable 
for their loss. 

“We're going to Japan right 
now to forget about the past 
month,”’ said Road Warrior Hawk. 
“We're going to make a lot of 
money, mash lots of them little 
Japanese people, and relax. 

(Continued on page 62) 


Now, Even If You Have Been Thin For Years, You Can 


GAIN ¥ 5,10,45 POUNDS 


without dangerous drugs, without exercise, 


without unpleasant tasting medicines, 
MEN-—an impressive manly body, 
WOMEN —a curvier, glamorous figure. 


If you had started this amazing method just a 
few short weeks ago, right now you could 


be up to 5, 10, even 15 pounds 
heavier or more! 


At last, no matter what you have tried, no 
matter what you have done, if you are 
a normally healthy person, you can gain up 
to 5, 10, 15 pounds or more safely, surely, 
pleasantly, and that's a guaranteed money- 
back fact. 


Yes now, even if you have been thin for 
years, you can have the fuller, more attrac- 
tive body you have always wanted without 
dangerous drugs, without heart-straining 
exercise, without unpleasant tasting 
medicines! 

This exciting method is easy, pleasant, 
and medically sound beyond a shadow of a 
doubt, and your own Doctor could tell you 
the same thing. 


HERE’S ALL YOU DO 


Before meals, or whenever you feel like it, 
you take delicious, chewable, nutritionally 
fortified GAIN tablets and that's it! No other 
medication to take. Nothing difficult or un- 
pleasant to do, and without even being aware 
of it, a wonderfully exciting change takes 
place. 

Those high-calorie GAIN tablets are rich 
in body-building materials! They not only 
add weight themselves, but they sharpen 
your appetite! You look forward to meal- 
times, and without even realizing it, you 
start to eat more and almost immediately 
the weight gaining process begins! 


As you follow your GAIN Plan which 
includes nutritional high calorie menus, You 
add pounds and inches to your arms, legs, 
chest, hips, everywhere. You'll be amazed at 
the fantastic transformation that occurs 
...a€s thin, unattractive areas start to 
develop into new magnetic appeal. You'll be 


SKINNY MEN AND WOMEN 
ARE NOT ATTRACTIVE 


thrilled to discover that as you gain weight 
you will have more pep and energy for all 
the wonderful things in life! 


THINK OF WHAT THIS CAN 
MEAN TO YOu 


If you are one of those unfortunate people 
who Can't wear all the new high style 
clothes you want to wear... if you are 
ashamed of the way you look in a bathing 
suit... embarrassed because your legs 
are too thin and spindly .. . your chest is 
too flat... your arms aren't the full, 
rounded limbs they were meant to be... If 
you long for a more attractive-looking body, 
the safe, pleasant GAIN Plan can be the 
answer to your prayers! 


Yes, now, with the GAIN Plan to help, 
it's So easy, so pleasant to add pounds and 
inches of firm, attractive flesh ... so full- 
filling to feel better, stronger, more vital and 
alive! But don’t take our word for it. Prove 
it to yourself at our risk! 

If you sincerely want to gain weight, and 
to look better and feel better as a result, 


. . . @ skinny, scrawny body is no asset 
in social or business life. Give the GAIN 
Plan a chance to help build you up and 
put firm flesh on you. 
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HERE IS OUR OFFER... 


We honestly believe the GAIN Plan to be 
the finest and most effective product of its 
type sold anywhere in the world today, and 
to prove our confidence, we are backing that 
statement up with this honest, straight- 
forward offer... 

Try the fabulous new GAIN Plan in your 


GAIN IS SAFE 


GAIN is not a dangerous drug, medi- 
cine or a fishy-tasting oil. It is made 
of safe, pure ingredients, contains 
nothing which could possibly harm you, 
and may even be taken with complete 
safety by children, 


GAIN PRODUCTS « 535 Fifth Ave., New York, NY 10017 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


Send for the GAIN Plan today. Try 

if for 7 days entirely at our risk. If, 
at the end of 7 days, you haven’ 
started to gain pounds and inches 
and to look better and to feel better 
... If you aren't convinced the GAIN 
Plan is a safe, pleasant, way to 


t 


\, gain weight, don’t keep it! Return 

’ the empty bottle and get your 
money back immediately, 

a No questions asked! 


medical journal reports on 


own home at our risk, Subject it to any 

test you like. Weigh yourself before you 
start. Weigh yourself later. If you haven't 
started to see substantial weight gain within 
7 days, and if you don't feel better and look 
better as a result, or, if you are not com- 
pletely satisfied for any reason, PAY 
NOTHING! It's just as simple as that. 


If you are in doubt... even if you think 
nothing can possibly help you, for the sake 
of your appearance, and your happiness, at 
least try it! If the GAIN Plan works the way 
we know it will, you'll agree it is worth the 
few dollars it cost. 

On the other hand, if it doesn't work the 
way you expected, it costs you nothing, and 
a least you have had the satisfaction of 
trying it at our expense. 

What could be fairer than that? The next 
move is up to you. Once and for all, de- 
termine to do something about your under- 
weight! We know you'll be happy you did. 


tT ~~ MAIL NO-RISK COUPON TODAY - — — 


GAIN PRODUCTS , Dept. G57 
535 Fifth Ave., New York, NY 10017 
Please send my package of GAIN Plan im- 
mediately with the understanding that if | am 
not satisfied, | may have my money back, no 
questions asked. 
O One GAIN PLAN for $9.98 
©) SAVE $2.00! Order 2 for $17.96 
( SAVE $5.00! Order 3 for $25.00 
Enclosed is$__ 
O cash, O check or C money order 


NAME 


please print 
ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE ZIP 
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VITAL NOTE 


A current issue of a famous 


fecent government controlled 
study. This study, conducted 
Over a 24 year period on 5,000 
Underweight and overweight men 
and women, proves that being 
underweight is as injurious to 
health and longevity as beiny 
overweight. 
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SHOW THE WORLD 
YOU’RE A TRUE WRESTLING FAN! 


= 4 NOW AVAILABLE 


A FULL LINE OF TOP-QUALITY t 
MERCHANDISE FROM THE LARGEST- ) 
SELLING, MOST RESPECTED 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD 


a Af@Stlin 


ILLUSTRATED 


_ 


PWI T-SHIRT PWI BUMPER STICKER 


A favorite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- 
screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
Iilustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes: small, medium, large, and extra large. 
Only $7.00. 


The perfect companion to the PW T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo in 
unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional look 
and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, long-wearing—one size fits all. Only $7.00. 


Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling Illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PWI ‘'Skyfiyer’’ 
is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 9% 


PWICAP inches in diameter. Only $5.00 PWI BUTTON 


The Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 
on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (334 inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyl for easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2.00. 


Wear the Pro Wrestling Illustrated button proudly on your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling. A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PW/ button is oblong in 
shape and measures 1% inches by 2% inches. Dynamic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 


ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT, 
ONE SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER. STICKERS, AND TWO 
BUTTONS! THAT'S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW 


PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (save over $5.00!) THE PERFECT 
PWI SKYFLYER BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! DELUXE PACKAGE 
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Send To: 

TV SPORTS 

Box 48 

Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Make checks payable to TV SPORTS, INC. 


NAME 
ADDRESS APT 
CITY STATE ZIP 


Minimum order: $2.00. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. U.S. | 
funds only. Do not send coins. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. i 
SHIRT SIZE (J Small (Medium CLarge (XLarge Foreign orders please add $3.00. 


